First,  Clinton,  hosts  birthday  party  for  centenarian 


Anise  Pickering  McDaniel  of 
Clinton  turned  100  Feb.  26.  She 
says  she  doesn’t  feel  100.  And  she 
certainly  doesn’t  look  or  act  100. 

Mrs.  McDaniel’s  family  hon¬ 
ored  her  on  the  occasion  with  a 
birthday  party  at  First  Church, 


Clinton,  where  she  has  been  an 
active  member  since  1941.  Smne 
3S0  guests  signed  the  register, 
including  42  family  members. 
(She  has  six  children,  IS  grand¬ 
children,  and  25  great  gra^chil- 
dien,  plus  three  sisters  and  a  broth- 


By  Indy  Whitten 

er.)  The  following  day,  she  was 
recognized  by  her  pastor.  Bill 
Baker,  during  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  service  at  First  Church  and 
allowed  to  give  her  testimony. 

Anise  I*ickering,  the  second  of 
10  children,  was  born  in  the 
Hebron  community  of  Jones 
County.  She  grew  up  in  a  deeply 
Christian  home  where  the  Bible 
was  taught  and  principles  of 
Christianity  were  lived  out  daily. 
Often  her  family  hosted  visiting 
preachers  and  evangelists  in  their 
home. 

At  age  14,  Anise  let  Jesus  come 
into  her  life  and  was  baptized  in 
the  local  creek,  which  also  was  the 
“swimming  pool.”  She  took 
Proverbs  3:5-6  as  her  life  motto. 
Though  she  has  sometimes  been 
led  in  paths  she  didn’t  understand, 
they  always  proved  to  be  the  right 
(xies. 

As  one  of  10  children  in  the 
early  1900s,  it  was  hard  to  think  of 


getting  a  college  education,  but 
she  felt  compelled  to  go.  She  went 
to  Blue  Mountain  College  and 
lived  in  the  home  of  evangelist 
T.T.  Martin  where  she  tutmed  and 
cared  for  the  children.  After  grad¬ 
uating  in  1917,  she  returned  to  her 
home  county  to  teach  school  in 
Ovett. 

It  was  in  Ovett  that  she  met  and 
married  Major  C.  McDaniel,  also 
an  educator.  (He  would  go  on  to 
be  a  pioneer  in  the  junior  college 
movement,  serving  as  president  of 
Holmes  Junior  College  for  many 
years.)  They  had  been  married  71 
years  at  his  death  last  October.  He 
was  98. 

Six  children  —  four  girls  arxi 
two  boys  —  blessed  the  McDaniel 
home.  Each  of  the  children  is 
active  in  church.  They  are  Anise 
Brock  of  Moss  Point,  Annette 
Robertson  of  Hattiesburg,  Sara 
Davis  of  Savarmah,  Term.,  Jane 
Wade  of  Ocean  Springs,  Jack 


McDaniel  of  Jackson,  and  Major 
C.  McDaniel  Jr.  of  Qirton.  (Major 
arxl  his  wife  June  are  retired  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  Korea.) 

It  would  be  hard  to  find  a  per¬ 
son  who  has  served  her  church  in 
more  ways  than  Mrs.  Mac,  as  she 
is  affectionately  called.  She  is  a 
multi-talented,  multi-available 
lady  who  has  served  faithfully  and 
lovin^y  as  a  teacher,  choir  mem¬ 
ber,  librarian,  and  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  leader,  among  oth¬ 
ers.  Her  teaching  and  example 
have  brought  many  to  life  dedica- 
tiwi,  including  Jerry  Rankin,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  who  recalls  her  example  as 
his  primary  teacher. 

The  party  is  over,  but  the  fra¬ 
grance  and  impact  of  a  lovely 
lady.  Anise  Pickering  McDaniel, 
lingers. 

Whitten  is  a  retired  mission¬ 
ary  and  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


“Shadowlands:”  faith  shaping  relationships 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  “Shadow-  with  Lewis  which  eventually  lege.  Riverside,  Calif.,  Mussachio 
lands”  does  more  than  dramatical-  became  love,”  Musacchio  said.  joined  the  Southern  California 
ly  tell  the  story  of  renowned  He  wplauded  the  film’s  treat-  C.S.  Lewis  Society  and  served 
Christian  author  C.S.  Lewis  and  ment  of  the  relationship  between  four  years  as  fouixling  editor  of  its 
his  romance  with  poet  Joy  Gre-  Gresham  and  Lewis  —  a  friend-  quarterly  journal.  The  Lamp  Post, 
sham,  according  to  Baptist  college  ship  based  on  mutual  respect  that  The  film  is  likely  to  spark  a 
professor  and  Lewis  authority  gradually  developed  into  romance  renewed  and  deepen^  interest  in 
George  Musacchio.  —  and  its  portrayal  of  intellectual-  Lewis’  writings,  Musacchio  pre- 

It  offers,  he  said,  the  rarest  of  ly  honest  faith  and  unsentimental  dieted,  which  will  allow  readers  to 
motion  picture  portrayals  —  a  fair,  love  in  the  midst  of  tragedy.  learn  more  thoroughly  the  basis  of 

sympathetic  depiction  of  mature  Mussachio’s  interest  in  the  the  author’s  deep  faith. 

Christians  whose  lives  and  rela-  author  of  the  Chronicles  of  Nar-  The  movie  “doesn’t  carry  a 
tionships  are  shaped  by  their  “hon-  nia  children’s  books  and  modem  heavy  religious  message,”  but 

est,  tough-minded  faith.”  classics  of  popular  theology  such  Musacchio  praised  it  in  that 

attended  the  1()(Hh  birthday  party  of  Anise  P.  McDaniel  (seated]  on  Feb.  “Joy  Gresham  was  an  intellec-  as  Mere  Christianity  dates  back  regard.  Rather  than  preach  to  the 
26.  Mrs.  McDaniel  was  a  member  of  the  pastor  search  committee  that  tually  dynamic  and  honest  woman  more  than  15  years.  audience,  it  presents  an  honest  and 

recommended  Meintire  be  called  as  pastor  of  First  Church,  Clinton.  He  whose  Christian  faith  was  central  During  his  quarter-century  of  ultimately  tragic  love  story  involv- 

served  the  church  as  pastor  for  20  years.  (Photo  by  Teresa  Dickens)  to  the  develr^ing  of  her  friendship  teaching  at  California  Baptist  Col-  ing  two  mature  Christians. 
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The  Bible  League  plans  to  continue  supplying  Bibles  to  the 
underground  liouse  church”  movement  in  communist  China, 
despite  a  crackdown  by  government  officials  worried  about 
exploding  church  growth  in  the  officially  athiest  country. 
According  to  information  supplied  by  the  South  Holland,  Illi¬ 
nois-based  organization,  the  Bible  League  has  shipped  nearly 
two  million  copies  of  Scripture  to  China  since  September 
1992.  The  League  says  dozens  of  Protestant  Christians  have 
been  arrested  and  imprisoned  during  the  same  period  of  time 
for  possessing  or  distributing  Bibles,  and  the  Chinese  govern¬ 
ment  recently  began  a  concentrated  campaign  against  unau¬ 
thorized  delivery  of  Bibles  from  abroad.  Bible  League  presi¬ 
dent  Dennis  Mulder  says,  “Chinese  government  officials  have 
seen  what  haprpened  in  eastern  Europe  and  they  are  worried 
because  church  growth  is  considered  to  be  ‘out  of  control'  in 
many  places.  One  way  to  inhibit  growth  of  churches  is  to 
severely  limit  the  availablity  of  Bibles.”  The  Bible  League 
estimates  that  SO  million  Chinese  Christians  are  new  believers 
without  Bibles. 


The  State  of  Oklahoma  must  cough  up  $13,500  to  compen¬ 
sate  a  state  employee  who  filed  suit  after  complaining  that 
the  Department  of  Human  Services  (DHS)  forced  her  to  limit 
her  off-duty  religious  activities.  Judith  Lyn  Soq>  was  repri¬ 
manded  by  die  agency  in  November  1992  for  allegedly  vio¬ 
lating  client  relationship  rules,  and  forbidden  to  participate  in 
off-duty  activities  that  might  include  contact  with  DHS 
clients.  Soap  says  her  wodc  at  a  church-sponsored  crisis 
pregnancy  center  and  her  church’s  singles  ministry  were 
mentioned,  and  die  was  told  she  could  not  conduct  a  home 
prayer  meeting  without  first  annourKing  that  she  was  not  rep¬ 
resenting  DHS.  Furthermore,  she  was  ordered  to  leave  any 
prayer  meetings  where  members  discussed  their  problems. 
Tulsa  attorney  Scott  Pruitt,  who  handled  the  case  for  the 
Rutherford  Institute  on  Soap's  behalf,  commented,  “She  may 
finally  participate...  in  her  religious  faith  without  qualifica¬ 
tion  or  fear  of  being  terminated.  Also,  the  public  will  know 
about  the  vindication  of  her  religious  rights  over  an  arrogant 
and  oppressive  government  entity.” 


10  years  ago 


Ann  Gray,  a  New  Albany  native  and  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege  graduate,  receives  an  HMB  missionary  qrpointment  as 
church  planter  in  the  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  suburb  of  Ben- 
salem,  where  she  will  be  responsible  for  developing  a  con¬ 
gregation. 


20  years  ago 


Gov.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Waller  are  among  the  capacity  crowd 
enjoying  “Mississippi’s  first  outdoor  spectacular,"  a  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  centennial  of  Biq>tist-affiliated  Blue  Mountain 
College  in  Blue  Mountain. 


50  years  ago 


A.L.  Goodrich,  editor  of  The  Baptist  Record,  travels  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  wins  a  reprieve  from  the  War  Pro¬ 
duction  Board,  which  had  misclassified  the  newspaper  as  a 
magazine  and  ordered  a  newsprint  cutback  of  58%. 
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A  new  president  —  a  new  era 


I  In-  W  Oi  ks  of  tho  til--  ll 


A  new  day  is  dawning  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College.  The  college  is 
169  years  old  and  has  been  affili¬ 
ated  with  Mississippi  Baptists 
since  1850.  Enrollment  continues 
to  climb;  there  have  been  61  con¬ 
secutive  years  of  financially 
operating  “in  the  black.”  The 
trustees  and  the  President  Search 
Committee  have  chosen  Howell 
Todd  to  lead  the  college  into  the 
new  century.  We  commend  them 
for  this  wise  choice  and  pledge 
our  prayers  and  support. 


Mississippi  College  is  a  leader 
among  Baptist  colleges.  Dedicat¬ 
ed  faculty  members,  many  serv¬ 
ing  at  great  sacrifice,  have  made 
this  stat^^s  possible.  The  school 
consistently  draws  top  students 
from  throughout  our  state.  The 
influence  of  the  school  is  felt  in 
nearly  200  countries  where  we 
have  missionaries,  summer  BSU 
workers,  or  faculty  workers  (on 
leave)  teaching.  Last  year,  the 
U.S.  News  &  World  Report 
gave  MC  national  recognition. 


listing  the  college  among  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  best.  The  Templeton  Foun¬ 
dation  included  MC  in  its  honor 
roll  of  the  nation’s  top  character¬ 
building  schools. 

Mississippi  College  has  had  a 
long  series  of  illustrious  presi¬ 
dents.  Howell  Todd  will  be  join¬ 
ing  this  group  and  influencing 
our  sons  and  daughters  in  the 
future.  We  welcome  Dr.  Todd  to 
Mississippi  and  earnestly  believe 
Mississippi  College  is  facing  its 
greatest  days. 


Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead? 


Two  years  ago.  The  Baptist 
Record  ran  an  editorial  on  “The 
Demolition  Derby  (of  Southern 
Baptists)  Continues.” 

Keith  Parks,  president  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  had  just 
been  forced  out.  We  had  man¬ 
aged,  prior  to  that  event,  the 
demolition  of  the  appointive 
process  of  the  SBC,  the  firing  of 
the  editors  of  Baptist  Press  in 
1990,  followed  by  Southeastern 
Seminary,  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board,  and  now  the  firing 
of  Russell  Dilday,  president  of 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Russell  Dilday  is  a  conserva¬ 
tive  theologian.  The  5,000-stu¬ 
dent  seminary  has  grown  under 
his  leadership.  However,  he 
never  bowed  quite  low  enough  to 
suit  the  fundamental/conservative 
trustees.  Thus  the  shoot-out  at  the 


Fort  Worth  Seminary  corral,  and 
Dilday.bit  the  dust,  Now,  stu¬ 
dents,  many  of  the  alumni,  and  a 
host  of  Baptists  are  about  ready 
to  organize  a  posse. 

It  continues  to  be  a  sad  day  for 
Southern  Baptists,  now  complete¬ 
ly  controlled  by  the  fundamental/ 
conservative  group.  The  atmos¬ 
phere  has  been  permeated  with  a 
rule-or-ruin  philosophy  that  is 
doing  great  damage  to  kingdom 
causes.  The  various  trustees, 
boards,  and  committees  now 
move  with  impunity,  fearing  nei¬ 
ther  man  nor  shortfall  in  dollars. 

How  much  more  can  the  man 
in  the  pew  take?  For  years. 
Southern  Baptists  were  known  for 
our  mission  interest.  Now  we  are 
better  known  for  our  squabbling. 
Good  men  on  both  sides  have 
been  bent  and  battered,  pressured 


and  pushed,  fired  and  hounded, 
all  in  the  name  of  CThrist.  Where 
is  the  spirit  of  Christ  among  us? 
Like  a  warring  couple,  we  show 
more  animosity  than  love  as  we 
rush  for  the  divorce  court.  You 
think  things  are  settling  down,  but 
suddenly  there  is  a  Dilday,  or  a 
Lloyd  Elder,  and  trustees  over¬ 
stepping  all  bounds  of  propriety 
—  and  the  race  is  on. 

Will  we  continue  the  demoli¬ 
tion  derby  until  every  vehicle  is 
rendered  useless?  These  are 
Christian  brothers  we  are  mis¬ 
treating,  anointed  men  whose 
ministries  God  has  blessed. 
Meanwhile,  you  hear  stories  and 
background  materials  that  should 
cause  every  head  to  bow  in 
repentance.  Is  there  no  balm  in 
Gilead?  Must  we  continue  to 
bleed? 


Go  home  and  tell 


Home  missions  has  been  part 
of  Baptist  life  since  1814  in  the 
old  Triennial  Convention. 
Luther  Rice  put  words  into 
action,  blazing  a  missionary  trail 
through  the  eastern  states. 

In  1839  Robert  T.  Daniels  led 
in  forming  the  Southwestern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Society 
in  Columbus,  Miss.  (Small  won¬ 
der  that  First  Church,  Columbus, 
is  one  of  the  highest-ranked 
churches  in  the  SBC  in  per- 
member  giving  to  missions.)  By 
1855  there  were  over  100  mis¬ 
sionaries  working  across  our 
nation. 

Last  year  4,868  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  busy  going  where 
the  need  is  greatest.  Baptists 
supported  this  with  $37,615,  371 

—  the  largest  offering  on  record 

—  through  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  HMB  responded 
quickly  to  hurricane-ravaged 
Dade  County  in  Florida,  flood 
damage  in  the  Midwest,  and  to 


other  disasters.  They  continue  to 
respond  to  needs  such  as 

•13,000  enrolled  in  Bible 
courses. 

•Personal  evangelism  through 
teaching  CWT,  lay  evangelism 
schools,  and  soul-winning  com¬ 
mitment  day. 

•Mass  evangelism  in  Here’s 
Hope  Revivals,  evangelism  con¬ 
ferences,  Crossover  opportuni¬ 
ties,  and  more  than  36  area  cru¬ 
sades. 

•Chaplain’s  ministries  from 
the  military  to  industrial,  touch¬ 
ing  the  lives  of  thousands. 

•Church  loans  to  assist 
churches,  associations,  arnl  state 
conventions. 

•Metropolitan  missions  in  332 
cities,  seven  major  cities  in 
mega-focus  as  the  HMB  minis¬ 
ters  downtown. 

•Rural-urban  missions  used  to 
assist  66  associations  in  1 1  state 
conventions. 

•There  are  social  ministries, 
church  extension.  Black  Church 


Relations  Department,  inter- faith 
witnessing,  language  missions 
(181  languages  spoken  now  in 
New  YoA  City),  and  dozens  of 
other  spiritual  penicillin  shots 
for  the  illnesses  of  America. 

A  portion  of  each  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  dollar  plus  your 
Annie  Armstrong  offerings  sup¬ 
port  these  vital  woAs. 

The  goal  this  year  is 
$40,000,000.  Who  will  minister 
to  the  homeless,  provide  a  home 
for  pregnant  singles,  feed  the 
destitute,  or-seek  to  reach  the 
language  groups  in  America? 

Lany  Lewis,  HMB  president, 
and  his  team  of  workers  will 
continue  to  carry  out  their  part 
of  the  Great  Commission. 

In  Mississippi,  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  in  full  or  in  part, 
shares  in  the  work  of  Charles 
Jones  at  the  state  penetentiary  at 
Parchman,  J.C.  Prather  in  multi¬ 
housing  evangelism  in  Tupelo, 
church  planter  Dottie  Wil¬ 
liamson  in  Jackson,  the  trucker’s 
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The  Fragment 


The  forked  stick 


Dark  Depression  days;  tough 
on  adults,  but  great  times  for  cli^- 
dren.  In  the  l^Os  my  father  had 
to  work  a  couple  of  days  each 
month  on  the  road  in  lieu  of  pay¬ 
ing  taxes.  He  drove  the  road  ^ad- 
er. 

He  was  good,  but  not  as  good 
as  Milfmd  Hawkins.  Milford  had  a 
master’s  touch  with  the  heavy 
blade.  He  could  get  within  inches 
of  a  mailbox  with  skill  and  consis¬ 
tency.  Rumors  were  rampant  that 
he  could  shave  you  with  the  blade, 
which  made  the  kids  glad  they 
didn’t  shave.  # 

It  was  pure  delight  to  walk 
barefooted  where  Milford  had 
scraped  the  road.  No  children 
today  will  ever  have  such  privi- 


ministry  and  Bob  Story  in 
Pascagoula. 

Arthur  Ben  works  with  the 
Choctaws,  Jim  Booth  with  the 
deaf,  the  Korean  and  Viet¬ 
namese  pastors  on  the  Coast, 
along  with  James  Gilbert,  con¬ 
duct  language  ministries  there. 

Eddie  Jones  and  the  Black 
church  in  Greenville  and  Cleo- 
pbus  Rawls  do  the  same  in 


lege.  The  roads  were  part  gravel, 
clay,  and  sand,  and  traffic  turned 
them  into  little  ridges  ot  corduroy 
roads. 

Our  car  would  not  stay  in  high 
gear  over  such  rough  roads.  As 
was  the  custom,  Daddy  had  a 
foAed  stick  to  prop  between  the 
dashboard  and  the  gear  stick.  It 
was  never  patented,  but  Ford,  GM, 
aixl  Chrysler  had  envious  eyes  on 
it. 

Now  to  get  spiritual.  The  bone- 
rattling  experiences  of  life  can 
knock  you  out  of  gear.  We  need 
that  prop  (or  the  local  church)  to 
hold  us  in  place  and  help  over¬ 
come  difficult  days.  The  spiritual 
support  of  a  loving  church  family 
strengthens  all  of  us.  —  GH 


Batesville.  There  are  others,  but 
these  named  represent  what  the 
HMB  is  doing  in  Mississippi. 

Multiply  this  by  50  and  you 
get  some  scope  of  doing  mission 
work  in  the  homeland.  “Go 
home  and  tell”  is  a  valid  com¬ 
mand  to  these  missionaries. 
Remember  them  when  you  pray 
and  fill  out  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Offering  envelope  soon. 
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Southwestern"  trustees  fire  Dilday;  students  ask  why 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (ABP) 
—  Russell  Dilday  was  fired  as 
president  of  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
na  by  tnistees  March  9,  evoking 
bitter  reactions  from  students. 

Trustees  gave  no  reason  for  the 
firing,  which  was  approved  in 
executive  ses¬ 
sion  on  a  vote 
reported  as 
either  27-8  or 
26-7.  The  firing 
is  effective 
immediately. 
After  the  deci¬ 
sion,  Dilday 
was  locked  out 
DUday  of  his  office. 

Ralph  Pul¬ 
ley,  newly  elected  trustee  chair¬ 
man  and  a  longtime  Dilday  foe, 
brought  the  motion  to  dismiss  Dil¬ 
day.  He  later  reported  the  action  to 


a  gathering  of  more  than  1,000 
students,  who  booed  and  jeer^  in’ 
re^nse. 

Pulley  read  students  a  letter 
from  trustees  which  offered  no 
explanation  for  the  action.  “Why?! 
Why?!”  students  yelled.  He  asked 
students  to  make  suggestions  for 
Dilday ’s  successor,  to  which  they 
chanted,  “Dilday!  Dilday!  Dil¬ 
day!” 

Later  Pulley  told  reporters: 
“We  just  felt  like  the  institution 
needed  new  leadership  to  move 
into  the  21st  century.”  He  said  the 
negative  reaction  was  expected 
and  will  subside  in  time. 

Represents  years  of  gridlodt 

The  firing  “represents  some 
years  of  frustration  and  gridlock 
with  the  existing  administrator,” 
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said  T.  Bob  Davis,  a  Dallas  dentist 
and  trustee  secretary  who  has  been 
critical  of  the  formal  approach  of 
the  seminary’s  music  school. 
“They  (trustees)  felt  like  a  breath 
of  fresh  air  was  needed.” 

But  William  Hightower  of 
Charleston,  S.C.,  a  trustee  who 
voted  against  firing,  called  the 
event  “a  black  day  in  the  life  of 
the  school  and  the  life  of  Southern 
B^tists.” 

Hightower  said  the  firing  came 
as  a  surprise  even  to  some  trus¬ 
tees.  He  attributed  the  move  to 
“politics  in  the  conventioa” 

Dilday  is  the  first  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  seminary  pres¬ 
ident  to  be  fired  siiKe'fuiKiamen- 
tal-conservatives  gained  control  of 
the  SBC,  in  part  by  charging  the 
seminaries  with  liberalism. 

His  frequent  criticism  of  the 
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Mississippi  College  names 
new  president,  Howell  Todd 


Howell  Wayne  Todd,  50, 
became  the  18th  president  of  168- 
year-old  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  in  Clinton  March  15  after 
the  official  announcement  on 
campus  by  MC  Board  of  Trustees 
chairman  Harry  Vickery  of 
Greenville.  He  is  the  10th  presi¬ 
dent  to  serve  since  the  school 
became  affiliated  with  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  in  1850. 

Todd,  who  had  been  serving 
since  1989  as  the  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  South  Dakota’s  Board  of 
Regents  governing  that  state’s 
institutions  of  higher  learning, 
emerged  from  a  field  of  about  75 
candidates  interested  in  replacing 
25-year  president  Lewis  Nobles, 
who  resigned  August  1,  1993, 
amid  allegations  of  mishandled 
contributions  to  the  school. 

Todd,  a  native  of  Huntingdon, 
Tenn.,  holds  a  bachelor  of  science 
degree  in  secondary  education, 
mathematics,  and  chemistry  from 
the  University  of  Tennessee-Mar- 
tin:  a  masters  of  science  degree  in 
mathematics  from  the  University 
of  Mississippi  in  Oxford;  and  a 
doctorate  in  mathematics  educa¬ 
tion  from  the  University  of  Illi¬ 
nois  at  Urbana-Champaign. 

Todd  said  he  believes  in  quali¬ 
ty  academics  in  a  Christian 
atmosphere. 

“Returning  to  Mississippi  after 
25  years,  to  lead  such  an  out- 
Ntandiiig  Christian  college,  repre¬ 
sents  an  opportunity  that  tor  me  is 
e.xciting.  challenging,  and  hum¬ 
bling.  1  look  lorward  to  working 
with  the  Mis.sissippi  College  tam¬ 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

ily  to  further  the  Chnstian  mis¬ 
sion  of  this  distinguished  col¬ 
lege,”  he  saidT 

Vickery  reported  that  Todd 
quickly  became  the  number  one 
candidate  after  trustees  narrowed 
the  field  to  six  finalists  and 
brought  in  faculty  representives 
to  participate  in  the  interview 
process. 

“As  soon  as  you  meet  him, 
you’ll  recognize  a  dynamic  per¬ 
sonality  —  someone  who  will 
reach  out  and  work  well  with  stu- 


Howell  W.  Todd 


dents,  educators,  our  churches, 
alumni,  and  the  community.” 
Vickery  pointed  out. 

Todd  said  in  a  breakfast  meet¬ 
ing  March  15  with  Baptist  offi¬ 
cials  and  college  supporters  that 
he  was  raised  in  a  Christian 
home  and  accepted  Christ  at  the 
age  of  1 1 . 

He  credits  two  people  for  dis- 
cipling  him:  North  Oxford 
^Church  former  pastor  Jim  Bain 
while  he  was  studying  at  Ole 
Miss;  and  Nashville’s  Two  Rivers 
Church  former  pastor  Jim  Henry 
while  he  served  as  an  Tennessee 
educational  administrator. 

He  was  a  deacon,  Sunday 
School  teacher,  and  choir  presi¬ 
dent  at  Two  Rivers  Church. 

Todd  earned  $104,210  per  year 
in  his  South  Dakota  job.  His 
salary  at  MC  was  not  disclosed, 
but  Nobles’  salary  was  $125,000 
when  be  departed. 

The  transition  to  Todd’s  lead¬ 
ership  at  the  3,800-student  school 
will  begin  immediately,  college 
officials  said,  arxl  he  is  expected 
to  be  on  campus  full-time  in  early 
July  of  this  year. 

“I  have  always  had  an  abiding 
love  for  colleges  and  umversities 
and  the  community  of  scholars 
and  students  where  knowledge 
and  values  are  taught  and  learned. 
1  have  also  had  a  deep  love  for 
my  church  and  the  key  role  that 
local  churches  play  in  our  society. 
To  be  able  to  serve  both  here  at 
Mississippi  College  is  an  excep¬ 
tional  personal  opportunitv  ” 
Todd  said 


tactics  used  by  fundamental-con¬ 
servatives  has  brought  him  into 
conflict  with  his  trustees  in  recent 
years.  Two  earlier  attempts  to 
force  him  out  failed. 

Dilday ’s  firing  capped  a  con¬ 
tentious  three-day  trustee  meeting 
March  7-9  on  the  seminary  cam¬ 
pus  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  South¬ 
western,  with  about  4,000  stu¬ 
dents,  is  the  nation’s  largest  semi¬ 
nary.  Dilday  had  been  president 
for  more  than  15  years. 

During  the  meeting,  trustees 
blocked  ^  but  routine  recommen¬ 
dations  offered  by  Dilday,  includ¬ 
ing  faculty  electimis.  They  delayed 
a  proposed  reorganization  of  his 
administrative  team  and  rescinded 
his  1991  invitation  to  missions 
leader  Keith  Parks,  then  president 
of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  to 
deliver  a  commencement  address 
in  May. 

Rumored  for  a  week 

Rumors  that  trustees  would 
move  against  Dilday  himself  cir¬ 
culated  for  more  a  week  before  the 
meeting,  most  suggesting  the  63- 
year-old  president  would  be  forced 
to  retire  eariier  than  planned.  But, 
Dilday  said,  the  issue  did  not  sur¬ 
face  in  a  job-performance  review 
Tuesday  night,  March  8,  in  which 
trustees  gave  him  a  favorable  eval¬ 
uation. 

Dilday  said  be  had  asked  the 
trustee  executive  committee  mem¬ 
bers  —  including  Pulley,  Davis, 
and  chairman  Damon  Shook  of 
Houston  —  about  the  rumors  that 
he  would  be  dismissed.  They  said 
they  knew  nothing  about  such  a 
plan,  Dilday  reported. 

The  following  morning,  as  trus¬ 
tees  gathered  for  their  1 1  a.m.  ses¬ 
sion,  Shook  and  trustee  secretary 
Lee  Weaver  of  Fort  Worth  asked 
to  meet  with  Dilday  privately  in 
the  president’s  office,  Dilday  said. 
Waiting  for  them  were  Pulley, 
Davis,  and  Gerald  Dacus,  a  trustee 
from  Walnut,  Calif. 

Pulley  said  they  wanted  to  offer 
him  an  early  letiiement  plan.  Dilday 
recalled.  “I  said  1  had  no  plans  to 
retire  arxl  didn’t  need  to  see  the  plan 
because  I  wasn’t  ready  for  retire¬ 
ment.  1  said  if  they  wanted  me  to 
announce  my  retirement  plans,  1 
would  be  glad  to  do  that,  but  that 
they  were  for  when  1  am  67  or  68.... 

“It  was  not  my  intention  to  retire 
immediately.  God  led  me  here  and 
I  had  no  leadership  from  the  Lord 
that  this  was  the  time  to  retire.” 

Dilday  said  that  Pulley  replied 
that  the  alternative  then  was  that 
he  be  fired. 

Retire  or  be  flr^ 

“I  asked  under  what  charges, 
what  rationale,  would  they  dismiss 
me,”  said  Dilday.  “His  response 
was  ‘We  don’t  need  a  reason.  We 
can  do  it.  We  have  the  votes  and 
we  will,  and  it  will  be  with  no  pro¬ 
vision  for  anything  if  you  don’t 
accept  the  early  retirement  plan.’” 

Dacus,  a  supporter  of  Dilday, 
told  the  president  the  trustees  had 
been  polled  and  there  were  not 
enough  votes  to  block  the  move  to 
disimss  him. 

Dildav  said  he  told  them.  “You 
nave  1.  i!  •  vour  busincf'’  as  a 


board.  My  business  is  to  determine 
my  calling  in  life,  and  I  am  not 
planning  retirement.  So  let’s  go. 
You  do  what  you  have  to  do.” 

The  group  then  joined  the  other 
trustees,  who  immediately  called 
for  an  executive  session  and 
excused  press,  faculty,  and  sti^ 
dents.  Only  Dilday  remained  ryim 
the  trustees  during  the  75-minute 
closed-door  session. 

When  they  emerged,  Dilday 
told  the  SOB-plus  students  gathered 
outside  the  meeting  room  that  the 
seminary  no  longer  had  a  presi¬ 
dent. 

Suggested  premeditation 

Several  events  suggested  trus¬ 
tees  had  laid  plans  for  the  dis¬ 
missal  well  in  advance: 

—  Within  minutes  of  the  firing, 
trustees  changed  the  locks  on  the 
president’s  office  and  denied  him 
access. 

—  Letters  from  trustees  to  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty  were  distributed 
immediately.  Two  versions  bad 
been  prepared  —  one  if  Dilday 
accepted  forced  retirement  and  the 
other  if  he  were  fired.  Some  facul¬ 
ty  said  they  actually  received  the 
wrong  letter,  which  said  Dilday 
retired. 

Trustees  voted  on  printed 
ballots  prepared  ahead  of  time. 

—  John  Earl  Seelig,  a  longtime 
seminary  vice  president  fired  by 
Dilday  in  1989,  was  appointed  by 
trustees  to  take  charge  of  public 
relations.  Seminary  spokespersons 
were  instructed  not  to  talk  to  the 
press.  Seelig,  who  was  on  the  sem¬ 
inary  campus  March  9,  said  trus¬ 
tees  asked  him  to  take  the  position 
before  the  firing. 

“They  had  done  their  work,” 
Dilday  said  afterward.  “I  am  very 
confident  they  had  it  all  worked  out 
before  they  came  to  the  meeting.” 

Not  all  trustees  “mean-spirited” 

Some  trustees  objected  to  the 
manner  of  the  firing.  Larry  Brown 
of  Convent  Station,  N.J.,  said  he 
had  served  on  boards  of  major  sec¬ 
ular  corporations  and  had  never 
seen  such  a  “mean  spirit”  as  that 
demonstrated  by  the  seminary 
trustees. 

“They  took  the  position  that  it 
was  their  right,”  Dilday  said.  “And 
to  be  perfectly  fair,  it  is  true  that 
the  board  can  vote  to  change  presi¬ 
dents  at  any  time....” 

Trustees  named  a  search  com¬ 
mittee  to  find  Dilday ’s  successor, 
chaired  by  Miles  Seaborn  of  Fort 
Worth.  Ttey  also  appointed  semi¬ 
nary  Provost  William  Tolar  to 
head  a  committee  of  administra¬ 
tors  to  direct  the  school  in  the 
interim. 

Although  the  original  motion  to 
fire  Dilday  included  no  severance 
benefits,  trustees  amended  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  to  pay  him  his  base 
salary  —  about  $85,000  —  until  he 
turns  65  in  September  1995.  He 
also  will  receive  a  housing 
allowance,  medical  and  annuity 
benefits,  and  a  $3,000-a-month 
allowance  for  an  off-campus  office. 
He  arxl  his  wife.  Betty,  must  vacate 
the  seminary-owned  president’s 
home  b>’  June  7. 

(See  related  items,  pp.  4  and  5). 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Early  forecasts  show  Southern 
Baptists  gave  1.89%  more  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 
for  foreign  missions  in  1993 
than  they  did  the  year  before. 

Projections  released  March 
10  indicate  Southern  Baptists 
will  have  given  $82.5  million  to 
the  annual  offering  when  the 


Mississippi  BNF  Spring  Getaway 

April  9, 8:30  a.iti.-3  p.m. 
Harrisburg  Church,  l^ipelo 

Praying  &  Serving  in  Christ* s  Name 


8:30-9  a.tn.  Registration 


Singing  in  Christ’s  Name 
Welcome  &  Announcements 
Prayer 

Exchanging  of  Getaway  Prayer  P2trtners 
Reflection  on  a  Prayer  Experience 
Do  You  Really  Know  Your  Neighbor? 


Prayer  Calendar 


Vicki  McCall 
Ashley  McCaleb 

TS 

Laveme  Barnes 
?  (A  time  to  mix) 

Mississippi  College  BNF 


10-10:45 


Session  1 

Serving  in  Christ’s  Name  as  Student  Nurses  Kaye  Wilson 
Serving  in  Christ's  Name  as  Nurses  Kathy  Bearden 

Singing  in  Christ’s  Name 

Reflection  on  a  Prayer  Exp>erience  Lauren  Brantley 

The  Serving  Game  Mandy  Kitchens  &  Denise  Windom 

I’ll  Go!  Northeast  Miss.  Community  College  BNF 

Special  Music  Kay  Travis 

Reflections  on  a  Prayer  Experience  Mandy  IGtchens 

LUNCH 


1-1:15  p.m.  Singing  in  Christ’s  Name 

Reflection  on  a  Prayer  Exp>erience 
Special  Music 
1:15  2  Session  2 

Mississipjpi  River  Ministry 
2: 15-2:50  Mississip^pi  River  Ministry 
2:50  Goodbye 


Vicki  McCall 
Melissa  Craft 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Loper 
Dr.  Sc  Mrs.  Fred  Ix^r 
Denise  Wmdom 


STATE  BNF  OFnCERS 
Vicld  McCall,  State  BNF  president 
Kaye  Wilson,  Slate  BNF  president-elect 
L.  Dean  Shanks,  State  BNF  secretaryArpesurer 
Ashley  McCaleb,  WMU  liaison 


Abortion  clinic  closed  — 

Determined  church  body  drives 
“citadel  of  evil”  from  their  midst 


By  WQ^am  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


FBC,  Brookhaven,  tops  Lottie  gifts 

Marjean  Patterson,  left,  executive  director  of  Mississippi  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  accepts  a  check  from  Robert  E.  Self,  ppstor  of  First 
Church,  Brookhaven,  for  the  church’s  1993  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offer¬ 
ing  for  Foreign  Missions.  The  $238,946  check  represents  the  largest  sin¬ 
gle-church  gift  to  the  offering  from  across  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  (SBC).  This  gift  surpasses  the  previous  high  of  $186,000,  set  by  First, 
Jackson.  For  the  first  time,  two  Mississippi  churches  have  given  record- 
setting  amounts  to  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  through  the  offering. 

Lottie  Moon  increase 
projected  from  ’93  gifts 


1993  books  close  May  31. 
That’s  $1.5  million  more  than 
they  gave  in  1992  and  the  most 
given  ever.  The  board’s  March 
projections  normally  differ  no 
more  than  1%  from  the  offer¬ 
ing’s  final  figure. 

The  projected  total  would  be 
97%  of  the  $85  million  goal  set 
for  the  1993  offering. 


When  God  moves  and  his  peo¬ 
ple  listen,  anything  is  possible. 

That’s  the  lesson  t^t  members 
of  Southaven’s  Colonial  Hills 
Church  learned  over  the  past  few 
weeks,  and  as  a  result  their  com¬ 
munity  will  soon  be  rid  of  the 
only  abortion  clinic  in  northwest 
Mississippi. 

Pastor  Steve  Bennett  announ¬ 
ced  recently  that  the  church  has 
negotiated  a  three-year  lease^ur- 
chase  agreement  with  the  Mem¬ 
phis  businessman  who  owns  the 
building  occupied  by  Tri-State 
Women’s  Medical  Center  on 
Highway  51  in  Southaven,  almost 
within  walking  distance  of  the 
Memphis  city  limits. 

That  means  the  church  is  now 
the  legal  occupant  of  the  building, 
and  tte  clinic^s  owner,  abortionist 
Thomas  Tucker,  has  agreed  to 
vacate  the  building  by  April  29, 
Beimett  said. 

How  the  church  managed  to  - 
complete  the  difficult  and  ^ 
expensive  leasing  process  in  P 
only  two  weeks  —  without  S 
spending  a  penny  from  the  T 
church’s  budget  —  has  but^aa 
one  explanation,  Bennett  point¬ 
ed  out. 

“We  bad  a  word  from  God.  It 
was  so  spontaneous  and  so  strong, 
we  said,  ‘Let’s  trust  God  to  bring 
down  the  greatest  concentration  of 
wickedness  in  this  city.’  People 
grabbed  their  water  guns  and  ran 
toward  hell.  They  just  believed 


God  could  do  anything,’’  he  said,  jewelry,  and  other  items  to  the 
A  pair  of  church  members  origi-  cause,  according  to  Bennett, 
nally  approached  him  about  buy-  “People  gave  their  wedding 
ing  the  clinic  property,  Bermett  rings.  One  person  brought  the  title 
said,  so  he  prayed  about  it  and  to  his  car,  and  another  donated  10 
decided  to  present  the  idea  to  the  acres  of  land.  We  had  over 
church  body  during  a  $40,000  in  cash  alone,’’  be  said. 

A  Representatives  of  the  church 

- S.  began  talks  with  the  building 

'  g  owner  but  decided  to 

negotiations 

li3UIJlUlClV  lull  after  the  owner 

J  rejected  six  offers, 

Bennett  e}q)lained. 

Bennett  said  he  knew  the  pur¬ 
chase  plan  was  then  in  God’s 
hands,  and  —  sure  enough  —  less 
than  two  days  later  the  building  | 
owner  called  to  say  be  would  , 
accept  their  sixth  offer. 

-  In  the  midst  of  their  joy  at  dri¬ 
ving  out  what  Bennett  described 
'as  “a  citidel  of  evil  under  the 
authority  of  bell,’’  be  said  church 
"members  have  been  quick  to  give 
God  credit  for  their  victory. 

They  have  also  thought  about 
the  sobering  fact  that  Tucker’s 
clinic  could  make  a  comeback 
elsewhere  in  the  city,  according  to 
Bennett. 

“We  can’t  control  what  he 
does,  but  God  told  us  to  get  this 
building  and  we  got  it.  Ct^tians 
all  over  the  county  —  not  just 
Baptists  —  have  been  praying 
I  was  given  at  the  end  of  about  this.  We  owe-  this  to  the 
;r  meeting,  hundreds  of  glory  of  the  Lord.  We  had  a  part 
:ame  forward  for  more  in  this,  but  God  made  it  happen,” 
hour  to  donate  money,  he  said. 


Wednesday  I  I 

night  prayer  \  ^  I 

meeting.  \ 

When  an^^^ 
invitation  was  given  at  the  end  of 
the  prayer  meeting,  hundreds  of 
people  came  forward  for  more 
than  an  hour  to  donate  money. 


Dilday  supporters  rally  to  request 
trustees  reverse  their  decision 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  Outraged  by  the  firing  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  President 
Russell  H.  Dilday  Jr.,  about  300 
pastors,  students,  seminary  facul¬ 
ty  members,  and  others  cheered  a 
call  March  11  that  the  action  be 
reversed.  Those  at  the  rally  at 
Gambrell  Street  Church  in  Fort 
Worth,  and  other  Texas  Baptist 
and  Southwestern  alumni,  were' 
urged  to  write  to  the  trustees  and 
egress  their  outrage. 

Texas  Baptist  President  Jerold^ 
McBride  admitted  the  chance  for 
a  reversal  is  “nil.” 

“These  kinds  of  people  (the 
trustees  who  fired  Dilday)  never 
admit  error,”  he  said. 

Meanwhile,  key  seminary  sup- 
TOiter,  aerobics  author  and  clinic 
founder  Kenneth  H.  Cooper 
resigned  from  the  chairmanship 
of  the  seminary’s  Southwestern 
Council  in  protest  of  Dilday’s 
March  9  firing  by  trustees. 

Co(^r,  in  a  March  10  letter  to 
the  seminary,  wrote,  “I  will  no 
longer  offer  my  services  in  any 
capacity  in  support  of  Southwest¬ 
ern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.” 

Effective  immediately,  he 
wrote,  “I  resign  as  a  life  member 


of  the  Southwestern  Council  (fot-^ 
merly  known  as  the  Advisory 
Council),  relinquish  my  Chair¬ 
manship  of  the  Fund-raising 
Campaign  for  tt(e  Southwestern 
Council,  and  am  canceling  my 
three-year  pledge  to  the  Vision 
for  Excellence  Campaign,”  the 
seminary’s  current  $36  million 
endowment  effort. 

“After  prayerful  considera¬ 
tion,”  Cooper  wrote,  “I  have 
made  these  decisions  due  to  the 
unwarranted,  disrespectful,  and 
embarrassing  manner  in  which 
you  treated  a  dedicated  Christian 
gentleman  and  outstanding 
leader.  Dr.  Russell  Dilday.” 

Contacted  by  Baptist  Press, 
Ralph  W.  Pulley  Jr.,  Dallas  attor¬ 
ney  and  chairman  of  the  semi¬ 
nary  trustees,  said  be  was  aware 
of  what  was  said  at  the  March  1 1 
meeting  but  did  not  want  ^'jcom- 
ment. 

“It  would  not  be  productive 
for  the  seminary  to  get  into  an 
exchange  with  t^se  good  folk,” 
Pulley  said. 

McBride  read  the  statement 
prepared  by  a  group  of  the  pas¬ 
tors  and  stated  the  firing  of  Dil¬ 
day  was  a  day  that  will  be 
remembered  in  Southern  Baptist 


life  “as  a  day  of  destructive  dark¬ 
ness,  a  day  when  an  oppressive 
act  of  injustice  and  pride  pierced 
the  soul  of  a  people  called  Bap¬ 
tists.” 

Wayne  Allen,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Carrollton  and  one  of 
the  seminary  trustees,  was  com¬ 
mended  for  opposing  the  firings 
as  were  the  other  six  who  sto^ 
with  him. 

Phil  Lineberger,  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Tyler,  decried 
Dilday’s  dismissal,  saying  it  was 
the  first  time  the  chief  executive 
of  an  SBC  institution  has  been 
dismissed  without  cause. 

“The  institution  can’t  exist 
long  with  that  kind  of  instabili¬ 
ty,”  he  said.  “No  one  would  take 
a  job  with  that  kind  of  trustee 
leadership.” 


their  mission  gifts  to  voice  their 
outrage. 

Rick  Davis,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Midlothian,  got  the 
largest  applause  when  be  said  be 
was  “tired  of  being  led  by  the 
lowest  level  in  our  convention.” 

Toby  Drain,  Art  Toalston, 
and  Herb  Hollinger  con- 
tribated  to  this  story. 
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SBC  leaders:  Dilday  dismissal  part  of  “transition  process” 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  leaders  sought 
to  put  the  dismissal  of  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  largest  SBC  seminary 
in  perspective,  as  part  of  the 
process  of  setting  in  place  new 
conservative  leadership. 

Meanwhile,  Baptist  leaders  in 
Texas  issued  statements  ranging 
from  chagrin  to  anger  over  the 
March  9  foing  by  trustees  of  Rus¬ 
sell  H.  Dilday,  63,  as  president  of 
Southwestern  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth. 

And  from  both  sides  came  the 
DOt-unexpected  promises  of  [miyer 
for  the  institution  aixl  the  Mday 
family. 

SBC  President  H.  Edwin 
Young,  pastor  of  Houston’s  Sec¬ 
ond  Church,  said  in  an  interview 
with  Baptist  Press  he  had  mixed 
feelings  about  Dilday’s  dismissal 
and  bad  sent  a  telegram  assuring 
him  of  prayer. 

Young  said,  “I  know  many  of 
the  trustees.  I  do  not  know  all  the 
issues  involved.  But  I’m  sure  they 
were  thinking  about  the  direction 
the  seminary  would  take  in  the 


next  decade  and  felt  this  was  the 
proper  time,  evidently,  to  look  for 
a  new  president 

“A^  in  the  overall  well-being' 
of  an  institution,  sometimes  tou^ 
decisions  are  made,”  Young  said. 
“They  are  ‘trustees’  —  we’ve 
entrusted  them  with  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  these  institutions  fulfill¬ 
ing  the  purpose  for  which  they  are 
established. 

“This  happens  in  churches,  it 
lumpens  all  the  time,  and  the  king¬ 
dom  will  move  forward,”  Young 
said.  “I  think  Russell  has  given 
that  counsel  himself.  In  the  state¬ 
ments  I  have  read,  be  said  the  insti¬ 
tution  is  bigger  than  the  person, 
it’s  not  what  be  desired,  he  wanted 
to  stay  on  longer,  but  the  trustees 
felt  it  was  time  for  him  to  retire.” 

Morris  Chinan,  president  of 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee, 
issued  a  statement  noting  the  SBC 
has  trusted  its  system  of  trustee 
governance. 

“The  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  diosen  to  m^e  the  execu¬ 
tive  head  of  each  institution 
‘responsible  (to  the  ditectorsAius- 


tees)  for  all  the  work  of  the 
agency...  (to)  carry  on  the  work  as 
the  doctors  may  direct.’  Whether 
in  times  of  ag^ment  or  disagree¬ 
ment  this  policy,  in  the  long  run, 
has  been  iKlpful  in  guiding  ^uth- 
em  Baptist  institutions.” 

Mark  Coppenger,  SBC  vice 
president  for  convention  relations, 
issued  a  statement,  noting; 

“Across  the  convention,  we’ve 
seen  a  change  of  leadership. 
Richard  Land  has  come  to  the 
Christian  Life  Commission,  Jerry 
Rankin  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  Jinuny  Dra^r  to  the  Sun¬ 
day  S(^ool  Board,  Paige  Patterson 
to  Southeastern  Seminary,  A1 
Mohler  to  Southern  Semina^, 
Morris  Qu^man  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  Larry  Lewis  to  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  aiKl  so  on. 
Recognizing  the  great  good  that 
has  gone  before,  the  trustees  of 
these  agencies  chose  to  move  on  to 
the  next  stage  of  institutional  min¬ 
istry. 

“We’ve  already  seen  that, 
despite  the  wear  arxl  tear  of  transi¬ 
tion,  these  new  leaders  have  seen 


Mississippi  Baptists  in  Broadcasting 
hold  eighth  annual  meeting,  Jackson 


Nfississippi  Baptists  involved  in 
broadcasting  and  those  interested 
in  getting  started  ate  invited  to  the 
Ei^th  Annual  Mississippi  Baptists 
in  Broadcasting  Workshop,  April 
22-23,  at  Calvary  Church,  Jackson. 

Darrel  Baergen,  director  of  the 
Center  for  Christian  Communica¬ 
tion  Studies  and  professor  at 
Southwestern  Seminary,  will  be 


—  Ideas  and  Solutions  X^>otts, 
high  school  events,  community 
service,  church  musical,  and  other 
local  originatioh  prograirui^g)  led 
by  Wayne  Pierce,  minister  of 
media.  First  Church,  Hattiesburg; 
and  Mike  Myrick,  independent 
television  producer. 

—  Producing  Church  Pageants 
and  Special  Events  led  by  Ken 
Anderson  and  Richard  Lister.  This 


awards  banquet  at  7 

workshop  will  help 
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m 

producers  of  Easterj 

H^^^HTPhiKlfiom  the  Uni- 

Christmas,  and  other 

nH^^^nTerritv  of  Denver  in 

special  events  in  the 

theater-television- 

church.  Anderson  is 

/ 

Anderson 

1  Awards  to  be  pre- 

Productions  in  Jack- 

Brantigam  sented  at  the  banquet 
will  be  Best  Progr^ 
(one  in  radio  and  one  in  television 
in  each  category):  Missions/Evan¬ 
gelism,  Church  Musicals,  Human 
—  Interest,  Community 
Service,  and  Sports; 
and  Best  Spot  (one 
award  for  TV  and 
one  for  radio).  The 
judges  will  also  pre¬ 
sent  one  award  for 
Edmonds  Creative  Use  of 
Television  or  Radio. 
A  special  feature  of  the  programs 
submitted  by  the  winners  will  be 
presented. 

Helpful  workshops  will  be  fea- 
tured  on  Saturday, 
April  23,  with  out¬ 
standing  confererKe 
leaders  and  equip¬ 
ment  displays  by 
vendors.  A  conti¬ 
nental  breakfast  will 
Harris  be  served  at  8  a.m.  ' 

Workshops  from 
9:15-11:30  a.m.  will  feature: 

—  Producing  a  Worship  Ser¬ 
vice-Basic  led  by  Ron  Harris,  gen¬ 
eral  manager,  KCBI  Radio  and 
Criswell  Radio  Network,  and  vice- 
president  for  Criswell  College, 
Arlington,  Texas. 


Lister  son,  and  has  pro¬ 

duced  award-win¬ 
ning  programs  for  ACTS.  Lister  is 
minister  of  music  and  associate 
pastor,  Hrst  Church,  Madison,  and 
—  has  produced  award¬ 
winning  Christmas 
and  Easter  musicals 
fcH-  television. 

—  Basic  Radio  in 
the  Church  led  by 
Russ  Robinson,  gen- 
Mvrick  eral  manager  for 
ALIVE  93.5  FM,  the 
Christian  radio  station  owned  by 
Mississippi  College,  Clinton.  He 
has  oeen  in  radio  for  over  15  years, 
and  in  Christian  radio  for  the  last 
five  years. 

Workshops  which 
run  from  1-3:15  p.m. 
include: 

—  Producing  A 
Worship  Service- 
Advanced  led  by 
ptercc  R^on  Harris.  This 

workshop  will  move 
beyond  the  basics  in  television  pro¬ 
duction  to  more  advanced  areas. 

—  More  Ideas  and  Solutions  led 
by  Pierce  and  Myrick  will  be  a 
continuation  of  the  morning  ses¬ 
sion  (morning  session  is  not  a  pre¬ 
requisite). 


Ptercc 


—  Basic  Audio  in  the  Church 
led  by  David  Edmonds,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  and  co-owner  of  Sound  and 
Communications,  Inc.,  Jackson. 
Edmonds  has  designed  and 
installed  sound' and  broadcast 
audio  systems  in  churdies  forough- 
out  tte  Southeast. 

—  Public  Relations  and  Publici¬ 
ty  for  Your  Church  led  by  Kurt 
Brautigam.  Brautigam  is  iedorma- 
tion  speciaTist  with 
South  Mississippi 
Electric  Power  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Hattiesburg, 
with  resporisibilities 
for  public,  media, 
and  community  tela- 
Robinson  tions. 

Cost  of  registra¬ 
tion  for  Friday  and  Saturday, 
which  includes  three  meals  and 
conference  materials,  is  $25  per 

—  peisoa  For  churches 
bringing  four  or 
more  persons,  cost  is 
$20  per  person  for 
the  two  days.  For 
those  attending  Fri¬ 
day  only  or  Saturday 

Baergen  only,  cost  is  $15  per 
persoa 

Advance  registration  must  be 
made  by  April  12.  Mail  registra¬ 
tion  fees  and  information  to:  Far¬ 
rell  Blankenship,  MBIB,  P.O.  Box 

—  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530;  Tele¬ 
phone:  (601)  968- 
3800.  Make  check 
payable  to  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board. 

Anderson  The  Mississippi 

Baptists  in  Broad¬ 
casting  Planning  Committee  mem¬ 
bers  include:  Brautigam  and 
Pierce,  Hattiesburg;  Steve  Guidry 
and  Judy  Shelton,  Jackson;  Mike 
Myrick,  Laurel;  Darryl  Prater, 
Cleveland;  and  Merle  Guyton, 
Tupelo. 


strong  growth  in  their  ageiKies. 

“CLC  literature  sales  are  at  a 
record  high.  Southeastern  and 
Southern  are  on  the  ascent.  The 
Home  Mission  Board  is  leading  us 
to  plant  a  record  four  missions  a 
day.  The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
reports  increases  in  such  key  cate¬ 
gories  as  baptisms  and  new 
churches.  The  Sunday  School 
Board  has  undergone  institutional 
renewal,  and  is  enjoying  eager 
response  to  a  variety  of  new  prod¬ 
ucts,  including  the  LIFE  support 
resources.  The  list  goes  on  and  oa 

“Now  Southwestern  has  chosen 
to  move  on,  and  (here  is  every  rea¬ 
son  to  believe  that  they  too  will 
erqrerience  encouraging  develop¬ 
ments. 

“Change  isn’t  easy,  but  it  is 
inevitable,  and  God’s  grace  is 
always  sufficient,  even  abundant” 

Co^nger  added:  “One  strong 
point  in  all  this  is  Southwestern’s 
determination  to  stapd  by  the 
Cooperative  Program.  As  all  our 
agencies  sound  a  strong  note  of 
aUegiance  to  the  CP  and  our  mis¬ 
sions  support  offerings  (Lottie 
Moon  each  Christmas,  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  each  Easter),  we  can  e^rect 
even  greater  life  for  our  Great 
Comntission  work.””'^ 

Several  Texas  B2q)tist  leaders, 
however,  sounded  a  Afferent  tK>te 
of  concern. 

“It  is  a  sad  day  for  the  SBC 
because  those  within  the  conven¬ 
tion  who  kept  hoping  diat  reconcil¬ 
iation  would  in  time  come  now 
have  every  reason  to  question  their 
hope,”  saM  Jerold  McBride,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Btqrtist  General  Con¬ 
vention  of  Texas  and  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  San  Angelo,  Texas. 

“All  but  seven  of  the  trustees  of 
SWBTS  acted  in  a  manner  that  has 
inflicted  irreparable  damage  both 
to  the  seminary  and  the  SBC,” 
McBride  said.  “The  seven  who 
voted  differently  are  to  be  com¬ 
mended  for  their  courage. 

“The  decision  to  fire  Russell 
Dilday  is  consistent  with  the  nature 
of  political  fundamentalists  to 
purge  those  who  do  not  submit  to 
their  authoritarianism.  The  trail  of 


their  vi^tms  is  both  long  and  trag¬ 
ic,”  he  said. 

“The  effect  this  will  have  on  the 
BGCT  could  be  positive,” 
McBride  noted.  “It  could  cause 
Texas  Baptists  to  cherish  even 
more  the  openness  and  inclusivg- 
ness  that  characterize  our  conven¬ 
tion.  It  could  unite  us  even  more. 
Texas  Baptists  are  living  proof  that 
Baptists  can  work  in  harmony 
without  agreeing  on  every  detail. 
Texas  Baptists  are  fiercely  inde¬ 
pendent.  There  is  no  reason  for 
what  takes  place  in  the  SBC  to 
determine  what  h^qppens  in  Texas. 
The  Biq}tist  General  Convention  of 
Texas  is  not  a  farm  team  of  the 
SBC  ” 

William  M.  Pinson,  BGCT 
executive  director,  said,  “A  host  of 
Texas  Baptists  are  deeply  dis¬ 
turbed  about  the  action  of  some  of 
file  trustees  to  dismiss  R.H  Dilday 
as  president  of  Southwestern  Semi¬ 
nary  and  are  equally  concerned 
about  the  effect  it  might  have  on 
the  Lord’s  work  in  Texas  and 
beyond. 

“We  tqjpredate  diis  native  son,” 
Pinson  said,  “aixl  are  grateful  for 
the  way  the  seminary  tl^ed  under 
Dilday’s  presidency  —  record 
enrollments,  huge  increases  in 
endowments,  creative  programs  in 
evangelism  and  missions.” 

Many,  if  not  most,  of  the  stq- 
dents  at  Southwestern  Seminary 
are  angry  at  the  firing  of  President 
Russell  H.  Dilday  by  seminary 
trustees  and  some  are  considering 
leaving  the  school. 

A  Baptist  Press  random  survey 
the  day  after  the  March  9  dismissal 
of  Dilday  didn’t  find  one  student 
who  agreed  with  the  trustees’ 
action.  Of  the  48  students  surveyed 
(the  seminary  has  mexe  than  4,()00) 
on  campus,  all  felt  Dilday  bad 
been^air  with  students  whether 
they  agreed  with  his  politics  or  not. 

Many  of  them  let  the  trustees 
know  of  their  displeasure  when 
trustee  chairman  Ralph  Pulley 
attempted  in  the  seminary  auditmi- 
um  to  explain  the  action  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  trustee  execu¬ 
tive  session. 


Academic  dean  examines 
theological  education  value 


Baergen 


Anderson 


KANSAS  CITY  Mo.  (BP)  — 
What  is  the  nature  and  value  of 
theological  education?  This  ques¬ 
tion  was  posed  to  Midwestern 
Seminary  students  by  the  institu¬ 
tion’s  academic  dean,  Vernon 
Davis,  during  recent  convocation 
services  on  campus. 

Davis  said  theologians  find 
themselves  in  “an  era  of  seminary 
bashing,”  not  so  much  from  the 
general  culture,  but  “by  our  own 
constituencies  who  desperately 
seek  ways  to  combat  the  threat  to 
survival  arxl  (to)  recover  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  effective  missioa” 

Many  characteristics  of  Ameri¬ 
can  society  contend  against  the 
value  of  theological  training  for 
ministry:  secularism,  pluralism, 
materialism,  anti-intellectualism, 
and  pragmatism. 

During  the  past  15  years. 
Southern  Baptists  have  had  their 


own  version  of  the  “theological 
debate,”  Davis  noted.  “We  have 
focused  upon  our  schools  as  being 
problems  rather  than  resources, 
and  we  have  created  a  climate  in 
which  there  is  an  erosion  of  trust 
without  and  a  corrosion  of  confi¬ 
dence  and  courage  within. 

Fifteen  years  of  controversy 
takes  a  toll  on  people  atKl  institu¬ 
tions,  Davis  said.  “When  a  com¬ 
munity  comes  to  continue  to  live 
in  the  context  of  unresolved  crisis, 
change  takes  place  at  the  heart  of 
its  life.... 

“We  become  preoccupied  with 
survival  rather  than  mission,”  he 
said.  “We  think  too  much  of  con¬ 
trolling  and  too  little  of  enabling,” 
Davis  added.  “We  seek  to  place 
limits  on  one  another,  rather  than 
to  free  one  another  to  become 
fully  ourselves  in  the  grace  and  the 
power  of  the  living  Christ” 


We  need  to  wake  up 

Editor; 

‘  What  is  wrong  with  those  of  us 
vi'ho  call  ourselves  Christians? 
Have  we  become  so  content  that  it 
does  not  bother  us  that  the  world 
is  rapidly  going  down  the  road  to 
heU? 

We  call  ourselves  the  Christian 
natioa  How  can  we  say  this?  Just 
look  around  us  at  the  complete 
disregard  for  God  all  arouiKl  us. 

We  have  laws  that  make  it  legal 
for  a  woman  to  kill  her  unborn 
baby. 

We  have  legalized  beer, 
whiskey,  and  gambling.  Our  Sur¬ 
geon  General  wants  to  legalize 
drugs. 

Homosexuality  is  now  an 
acceptable  way  of  life  and  if  you 
speak  out  against  it  you  are  cursed 
and  belittled.  A  prime  example  of 
this  is  the  small  community  of 
Ovett.  Even  our  president  says  this 
lifestyle  is  okay.  Surely  he  has 
read  his  Bible  enough  to  ^ow  this 
is  an  abomination  to  God. 

How  long  before  we  reach  the 
point  where  God  can  stand  no  more 
atxl  serKls  his  judgment  on  us? 

Let  us  remember  that  by  our 
silence  as  Christians  we  are  giving 
our  consent  to  all  this  ungoi^ess- 
ness. 

It  is  lime  we  faU  on  our  knees, 
ask  God’s  forgiveness,  and  be 
about  his  business  with  a  renewed 
courage  to  speak  out  against  all 
evil. 

*  Dixie  Kennedy 

Wesson 

Must  speak  out 

Editor: 

As  a  former  trustee  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary  who  served  for 
eight  years  as  president  of  the 
board,  I  wish  to  register  my  strong 
protest  to  the  drastic  and 
deplorable  termination  of  Russell 


Dilday,  president  of  Southwestern 
Seminary. 

In  my  modest  judgment  as  a 
Southern  Baptist  pastor,  such 
offensive  treatment  of  an  outstatKl- 
ing  Southern  Baptist  statesman 
was  totally  ridiculous  and  repre¬ 
hensible. 

The  day  the  shock  waves  from 
this  unwarranted  episode  spread 
across  our  Convention  like  an 
eight-point  earthquake  on  the 
Richter  scale,  my  telephone  rang 
constantly.  \^at  I  heard  in  the 
main  was  the  distressed  cry  of 
young  people  and  students. 

I  ^o  know  enough  about  Rus¬ 
sell  Dilday  to  believe  that  he  was 
not  being  charged  with  incompe¬ 
tence,  indiscretion,  malfeasance, 
dereliction  of  duty,  or  anything 
else. 

He  did  have  the  unmitigated 
gall  to  exercise  a  long-estabUshed 
and  once-cherished  Baptist  priiKi- 
ple;  freedom  of  conscience.  The 
president  who  is  first  aiKl  foremost 
a  Christian  gentleman  was  treated 
like  he  was  utxler  house  arrest. 

Many  of  those  young  people 
could  be  bad  news  for  Southern 
Baptist  life  in  the  future.  They  are 
now  filled  with  anger,  resentment, 
suspicion,  disillusionment,  etc. 

Pretense  is  never  the  forerunner 
of  a  Christ-like  meeting.  Rrst,  Dil¬ 
day  was  approved  then  expelled. 
Where  is  die  dignity  and  cburtesy 
that  the  Scriptures  say  we  ought  to 
accord  our  leaders?  Where  is  the 
honor  for  an  esteemed  leader 
whose  achievements  deserve  to  be 
reacted,  recognized,  and  reward¬ 
ed?  The  entire  procedure  was  a 
travesty  on  Christian  integrity. 

Not  one  pastor  who  voted  to 
terminate  the  president  would  wel¬ 
come  such  tactics  at  the  hand  of 
his  deacons.  (Now,  I  am  quite  sure 
that  all  of  this  was  done  in  the 
^irit  of  love  and  for  Dilday’s  own 
good.)  It  is  in  that  same  spirit  that 
I  would  make  a  suggestion  to 


those  trustees  controlled  by  a 
political  agenda.  You  would  do 
well  to  rqiologize  to  everyone  pub¬ 
licly  for  your  obnoxious  behavior 
and  then  resign  on  the  qxH. 

Robert  S.  Magee,  pastor 

Temple  Church 

Ruston,  La. 

Thanks  to  BNF 

Editor. 

Last  November,  the  National 
Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship,  at  its 
annual  meeting  in  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  had  a  baby  shower  for  our 
(Crisis  Pregnancy)  Center.  And, 
more  recently,  at  the  BW/BYW 
retreat  at  Camp  Garaywa,  many 
women  brought  baby  gifts  for  the 
center. 

Please  allow  me  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  extend  our  thanks 
to  those  in  Mississippi  who  partic¬ 
ipated  in  both  or  either  projects. 
We  are  indeed  grateful  for  their 
generosity  in  our  “diaper  bag” 
program,  which  is  used  in  our  fol¬ 
low-up  ministry  to  .the  girts  until 
their  babies  are  bom.  It  enhances 
our  efforts  to  get  the  girls  involved 
in  local  churches  (if  they  are  not) 
or  encourage  their  participation, 

Vital  issues,,. 


since  because  of  strict  confiden¬ 
tiality,  we  cannot  have  someone 
contact  them. 

We  do  try  to  be  good  stewards 
of  funds  aiKl  goods  entrusted  to  us 
as  we  seek  to  minister  to  women 
in  crisis  situations,  aiKl  we  request 
your  continued  prayerful  support 
fm*  the  18  volunteers  who  oi^rate 
the  center. 

Helen  H.  Johnson,  director 

Crisis  Pregnancy  Center 

Lyon 

Ice  storm  response 

Editor; 

Please  allow  me  to  take  this 
means  to  express  our  appreciation 
to  all  Mississippi  Baptists  for  their 
excellent  response  to  our  crisis 
during  the  recent  ice  storm. 

While  many  of  us  were  still 
wondering  just  what  had  happened 
to  us,  the  Disaster  Relief  Unit  was 
already  in  town  setting  up  its  sys¬ 
tem  to  serve  hot  meals.  Churches 
from  across  our  state  called  to  say, 
“What  can  we  do  to  help?  What 
do  you  need?”  Beheve  me,  it  was 
heartwarming  to  hear  these  many 
voices  responding  to  our  situation. 
Churches  sent  truck  loads  of  sup¬ 


plies,  including  food,  lamps,  oil, 
candles','  blankets,  flashlights,  etc. 
Oakhurst  Church  not'only  served 
as  a  feeding  station  for  the  Disas¬ 
ter  Relief  Unit,  but  also  as  a  distri¬ 
bution  center  for  everything  since 
the  (North  Delta)  Associational 
Office  was  closed  because  there 
was  no  heat,  lights,  or  telephone. 

People  came  from  many 
churches  to  pitch  in  and  assist  with 
serving  the  food,  clean-up,  and 
distribution  of  needed  items.  They 
were  also  very  encouraging  to  us. 
We  are  grateful  that  God  used 
Mississippi  Baptists  in  such  a 
wonderful  way. 

Even  today  (March  7),  two 
groups  of  men  are  here  helping 
clean  debris  away  from  our 
premises.  Twenty  days  without 
electricity  teaches  us  we  can  do 
without  many  things,  but  not  with¬ 
out  our  Christian  fnends! 

Thank  you,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists,  for  your  response!  We  are 
grateful  for  your  wonderful 
response  as  well  as  your  prayers  in 
our  behalf. 

M.C.  Johnson 
Director  of  missions 
North  Delta  Association 
Clarksdale 


Churches  can  heal  family  violence, 
says  Florida  layman,  police  chief 


Benton  men  respdnd  to  crisis 

A  Clarksdale  street  was  the  lucky  recipient  of  the  clean-up  aid  of  a  group 
of  men  from  Benton  Church,  Benton.  The  men  recently  helped  remove 
heavy  debris  left  over  ftom  the  ice  storm  which  hit  the  Delta  town  in  Feb¬ 
ruary.  The  group  consisted  of  (left  to  right):  Aubrey  Johnston;  Bill  Hurst; 
M.C.  Johnson,  director  of  missions  for  the  North  Delta  Association;  Jerry 
Alexander;  David  Chisholm;  ancHlichard  Davis. 


By  Louis 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Fact:  Some  parents  hit  their 
children  so  hard  their  necks  break  or  their  internal 
organs  collapse. 

Fact;  Parents  or  caregivers  each  year  kill  more 
than  2,000  children. 

Fact:  Some  children  shoot  their  parents  with  guns, 
stab  them  with  knives,  or  strangle  them  widi  ropes. 

Fact:  Some  husbands  bre^  their  wives’  Wnes, 
knock  out  their  teeth,  and  leave  permanent  scars. 

Fact:  Parents  abuse  more  than  2  million  children 
each  year. 

Fact;  One  of  four  females  under  age  18  and  one  of 
every  10  males  under  age  18  say  they  have  been  sex¬ 
ually  abused. 

Fact:  The  incidence  of  wives  injuring  and  even 
mutilating  their  husbands  is  on  the  increase. 

Fact:  Abused  children  are  much  more  likely  to 
grow  up  to  become  abusers  themselves.  This  keeps 
the  cycle  flowing  through  many  generations. 

Family  violence,  including  child  and  spouse 
abuse,  has  reached  epidemic  proportions  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  today. 

This  abuse  takes  three  forms;  physical,  emotional, 
and  sexual. 

Sadly,  Christians  find  that  the  finger  of  guilt  some¬ 
times  points  back  to  them  as  well. 

“Before  we  become  smug  and  perhaps  self-right¬ 
eous,  consider  that  incestuous  abuse  ten^  to  involve 
religious,  churchgoing  men  as  perpetrators,”  said  Joe 
E.  Richardson  Jr.,  a  psychologist  who  is  a  personnel 
counselor  at  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board. 
“Abuse  also  crosses  all  races,  religions,  and  socioeco¬ 
nomic  backgrounds.  In  other  words,  abuse  is  also  a 
Southern  Baptist  problem. 

“The  church  must  accept  the  fact  that  abuse  — 
physical,  sexual,  emotionsd,  and  neglect  —  occurs 
within  the  church,”  be  said. 

Ocala,  Fla.,  police  chief  Lee  McGehee,  an  active 
Southern  Baptist  arxl  a  Christian  Life  Commission 
trustee,  said,  “While  I  feel  that  a  majority  of  child 
abuse  occurs  in  unchurched  families,  I  have  seen 
abuse  —  especially  emotional  abuse  —  within  Chris¬ 
tian  families.  Within  these  families,  however,  are 


A.  Moore 

other  signs  of  dysfunctionality:  pressures  for  success, 
finaiKial  security,  community  or  church  reputations, 
and  so  forth.  Just  because  we  are  a  body  of  believers 
doesn’t  isolate  us  fi-om  Satan’s  attacks.” 

Whether  inside  or  outside  the  church,  abuse  is 
becoming  a  front-burner  issue  for  many  Southern 
Bsqrtists. 

Churches  can  do  many  things  to  address  this  issue, 
said  David  Gushee,  assistant  professor  of  Christian 
ethics  at  Southern  ^minary.  “The  greatest  answer  to 
this  problem  in  our  society  is  that  we  have  lives 
tamed  by  die  Spirit  of  God. 

“The  Bible  clearly  teaches  that  in  marriage  men 
and  women  are  to  be  loving,  gentle,  and  kind  to  one 
another  and  to  exhibit  the  ^its  of  the  Spirit.  That 
contrasts  markedly  to  the  scenes  of  domestic  vio¬ 
lence.” 

Pastors  need  to  address  fixim  their  pulpits  the  fam¬ 
ily-abuse  issue,  Gushee  said.  “It  is  not  God’s  will  that 
we  would  take  the  family  and  make  that  a  place 
where  people  get  abus^,  and  j^t  fact  ought  to  be 
said  fixim  the  pulpit.  Therapeutic  approaches  are  part 
of  the  answer,  but  straight-out  preaching  is  what  is 
most  needed  firom  our  churches.” 

Also,  churches  need  to  offer  ministries  that  gr^ 
pie  with  and  address  directly  the  issue,  he  said.  “The 
church  ought  to  be  a  place  of  community  support  —  a 
trusting  environment  —  where  peopl&>can  deal  open¬ 
ly  and  authentically  with  things  they  ate  wrestling 
with,  such  as  family  violence  arid  abuse.” 

McGehee  said  he  also  believes  Christians  must 
confront  underlying  societal  evils,  such  as  alcohol 
'  and  drug  abuse,  pornography  and  television  violence, 
which  contribute  to  family  violence  and  physical, 
sexual,  and  emotional  abuse  today. 

“I  receritly  saw  a  political  cartoon  that  showed  two 
men  standing  on  a  street  comer,”  McGehee  recount¬ 
ed.  “Behind  them  were  signs  saying:  ‘Now  playing: 
Blood  Bath,’  ‘Abortions  R  Us,’  ‘Women  in  Chains.’ 
The  caption  under  that  cartoon  said,  ‘I  just  don’t 
understand  why  kids  have  such  a  lack  of  respect  for 
human  life  these  days.’” 

Moore  writes  for  CLC. 


Competing  yellow  pages  companies  prompt  confusion 


Churches  should  pay  careful 
attention  to  their  yellow  pages 
billing  to  be  sure  diey  are  advertis¬ 
ing  in  the  telephone  directory  of 
their  choice,  according  to  a  church 
staffer  who  reported  that  compet¬ 
ing  directories  led  to  confusion  on 
just  where  their  telephone  number 
will  q)pear. 

R.  Clay  Moore,  'minister  of 
music  and  youth  at  First  Church, 
Senatobia,  said  be  thought  his 


church  was  committing  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  $196  listing  in  the  local. 
South  Central  Bell  yellow  pages, 
only  to  discover  later  the  church 
had  bought  a  listing  with  an  out-of- 
state  yellow  pages  organization 
drat  h^  no  conoectioo  to  the  local 
telephone  company. 

Bill  Dawson,  district  manager 
fw  South  Central  Bell  in  Jacksm, 
said  there  are  many  competitive 
directories  across  the  country  and 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

while  the  telepboite  company  can¬ 
not  trademark  the  genenc  yellow 
pages  name  or  logo,  it  has  gotten 
ri^ts  to  the  name,  “The  Real  Yel¬ 
low  Pages™”  and  a  specific  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  “walking  fingers”  logo. 

Dawstm  cautiori^  customers  in 
the  yellow  pages  market  to  under¬ 
state  exacdy  what  they  are  buying. 

“Our  customers  will  never  get  a 
separate  bill  for  yellow  pages  list¬ 
ings.  The  charge  is  simply  a  line 


item  on  the  regular  service  bill,  so 
if  you  get  a  separate  bill,  you  need 
to  check  it  out,^’  he  said. 

Customers  can  call  the  tele¬ 
phone  company  district  manager’s 
number  listed  in  the  fiont  of  their 
South  Central  Bell  telephone  book 
if  drey  have  questions,  added. 

Moore  said  the  church  realized 
what  had  haj^ned  in  time  to  buy 
a  yellow  pages  listing  in  the  loctd 
telephone  company  hrectory,  but 


U  this  were  all  you  had  to  know 
about  living  with  diabetes,  we  wouldn’t 
need  to  offer  this  course. 


Don't  feel  bad.  A  lot  of  people  think  that 
living  with  diabetes  simply  means  living 
without  sugar.  But  there^  a  lot  more  to  it. 

That’s  why  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center’s  Diabetes  Learning 
Center  offers  an  individualized  course  to 
help  you  lead  a  full,  productive  life  with 


diabetes.  Recognized  by  the  American 
Diabetes  Association,  the  course  teaches 
you  and  your  family  the  basics  of  diabetes, 
proper  use  of  medications,  nutrition, 
exercise,  self-monitoring,  prevention  and 
treatment  of  complications,  and  more. 
The  course  also  includes  individual  meet¬ 


ings  with  a  certified  diabetes  education 
specialist  and  a  registered  dietitian  for 
individualized  meal  planning. 

Call  The  Diabetes  Learning  Center 
at  968-1415  for  an  initial  assessment. 
Life  can  be  sweet.  But  it’s  up  to  you  to 
learn  how  to  make  it  that  way. 


The  Diabetes  Learning  Center 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 
We’re  healthcaringfor  the  whole  family 


he  was  not  happy  that  the  church 
was  obligated  to  pay  for  two  com¬ 
peting  listings. 

He  said  he  talked  with  :i  number 
of  churches  and  busines.sinen  who 
also  believed  they  were  paying  for 
a  yellow  pages  listing  in  tbeir  local 
telephone  company  (^ct<  Ty. 

“We  are  aO  partly  to  blame  for 
not  reading  the  small  print  but,  as 
subject  as  this  is  to  be  misread,  it’s 
no  wonder,”  be  pointed  out. 

Bobby  Boyles 
resigns  chtirch 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  (BP)  — 
Oklahoma  pastor  Bobby  Boyles, 
scheduled  to  preach  the  conven¬ 
tion  sermon  at  the  Southern  Bap.- 
tist  Convention  annual  meeting  in 
June,  resigned  Feb.  20  as  pastor  of 
Fust  Church,  Moore,  Okla.  He  met 
three  days  later  with  about  460 
supporters  at  an  Oklahoma  City 
motel  to  plan  the  start  of  “The 
New  Southern  Baptist  Church.” 

Boyles  resigned  from  the 
Moore  church  after  deacons  voted, 
in  his  absence,  32-3,  that  the 
church  “would  be  better  served  by 
a  new  pastor  in  the  fiiture.”  Boyles 
said  be  still  plans  to  preach  the 
convention  sermon.  The  choir  of 
First  Church,  Moore,  which  had 
been  invited  to  sing  at  the  SBC,  is 
not  expected  to  do  so  now. 

MC’s  Concert 
Singers  begin  tour 

The  Mississippi  College  Con¬ 
cert  Singers  begin  their  annual 
Spring  tour.  The  MC  Ringers  and 
Qiamber  Choir  ^1  also  be  per¬ 
forming.  The  Singers  are  under  the 
direction  of  J.  Richard  Joiner,  bead 
of  MC’s  Music  Department 

The  tour  schedule  includes: 
March  22,  Forest  Hill  High  School. 
Jackson,  9:30  a.m.,  and  Church, 
Houston,  7  p.m.;  March  23,  Ti^relo 
High  School,  10:15  am.  and  Hsms- 
bi^  Church,  Tiqrelo,  6  pjn.;  Marai 

24,  Northeast  Missi^ppi  College, 
Booneville,  11:20  am.  and  First 
Church,  Aberdeen,  630  pjn.;  March 

25,  Itawamba  Cosurety  Qdlege, 
Pulton,  12:15  p.m.,  and  Seventh 
Street  Church,  Cullman,  Ala,  7  pm.; 
arxl  March  27,  North  Gtemwood 
Church,  Greenwood,  10*30  am.  and 
First  Church,  Clinton,  6  pm. 

Spring  Bible 
Conference 

Park  Place 
Baptist  Church 

March  17,  1:30-9  p.m. 

Featuring 

Dr.  Al  Mohler 

president,  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

6. 

Dr.  Paige  Patterson 

president.  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

Hwy.  80  E.,  Brandon/Pearl 
939-6282 
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Names  in  the  News 


Central  Miss.  Crusade  for 
Christ  set,  March  20-25 


Myron  Noonkester,  professor  of  history  at 
William  Carey  College,  has  recently  learned  that  his 
note,  “Thomas  Arnold  and  Keble’s  Christian  Year,” 
has  been  accepted  for  publication  by  Notes  and 
Queries,  which  is  published  by  the  Oxford  Universi¬ 
ty  Press.  During  the  past  year  Noonkester  has  also 
contributed  book  reviews  to  a  number  of  journals  and 
reviews,  including  The  Historian,  The  Sixteenth 
Century  Journal,  and  Choice. 

Gary  Bowlin  of  Brandon  is  beginning  his  15th 
year  in  full-time  evangelism.  Prior  to  entering  evan¬ 
gelism,  he  was  pastor  of  .several  churches  in  Missis¬ 
sippi.  Bowlin  can  be  contacted  at  825-1043. 


William  A.  (Billy)  Smith,  a 
native  of  New  Albany,  has 
announced  that  he  will  serve  in  the 
field  of  full-time  evangelism.  He 
will  continue  in  his  present  posi¬ 
tion  at  Ridgeway  Church,  Mem¬ 
phis,  until  April  3.  Smith  served 
Mississippi  churches  in  Winston 
County,  Jackson,  Magnolia,  Inde¬ 
pendence,  and  Indianola.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  contact  Smidi  at 
(901)753-1521. 


Smith 


Revival  Dates 


ClifT  Temple,  Natchez:  March 
17-20;  Thurs.-Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  The  Kef- 
fer  Family,  Nashville,  Ga.,  evan¬ 
gelist  and  music;  B.  Don  Womble, 
pastor. 

Bluff  Springs,  Magnolia: 
March  18-20;  7  p.m.  nightly;  high 
attendance  in  Sunday  School  on 
Sunday  with  dinner  on  the 
grounds  following  morning  wor¬ 
ship;  Morris  Anderson,  Pigeon 
Forge,  Tenn.,  evangelist;  Dennis 
Lea,  Terry’s  Creek,  music;  Joe 
Lambert,  pastor. 

Walker  Hill,  Brandon:  March 
20-23;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Bill 
Causey,  executive  director,  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
evangelist;  Sandi  Sartor,  music; 
Keith  Grubbs,  pastor. 

First,  Beizoni:  March  20-23; 
Sunday,  8:30  and  11  a.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  noon  services,  lunch  at 
noon,  and  7  p.m.;  Byron  Malone, 
Jackson,  evangelist;  Rick  Carter, 
Hattiesburg,  music;  Billy  McKay, 
pastor. 

Eastlawn,  Pascagoula:  March 
20-23;  J.W'.  Lee,  Old  Testament 
professor,  Florida  Baptist  College, 
Graceville,  Ra.,  evangelist;  Moa- 
Wed.,  lunch;  area  pastors  will 
meet  with  Lee  at  10:30  a.m.  on 
Monday;  Danny  Von  Kanel, 
Lucedale,  music;  Thomas  D. 
Miller,  pastor. 

First,  Tunica:  March  20-23; 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mda- 

Homecomings 


Holly  Springs,  Brookhaven: 
March  20;  Stevie  White,  speaker, 
Elizabeth  Rogers,  music;  lunch 
served;  short  business  meeting; 
and  music  by  the  group  Obadiah; 
proceeds  will  go  to  cemetery  fund. 


Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Tuesday,  noon  ser¬ 
vice  and  luncheon;  Chuck  Quar¬ 
les,  Memphis,  evangelist;  Brian 
Cunningham,  Abbeville,  music; 
Joe  T.  L^sby,  pastor. 

First,  Soso:  March  27-31;  Sun¬ 
day,  10:55  a.m.  and  6:25  p.m.; 
Mon.-Thurs.,  10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Jerry  Swimmer,  evangelist;  Randy 
McCleod,  music;  Paul  Wilson, 
pastor. 

Crowder  (North  Delta): 
March  27-April  1;  services,  10:30 
a.m.  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.;  Lucius 
Marion,  Clarksdale,  evangelist; 
Jasper  Butler,  Brandon,  music; 
Harvey  Sewell,  pastor. 

Carterville,  Petal:  March  27- 
30;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  10  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Stephen  E.  “Spike”  Hogan, 
Pensacola,  Ra.,  evangelist;  Gerald 
and  Cindy  Simmons,  -Gulfport, 
music;  Leland  M.  Hogan,  pastor. 

Liberty  (Mississippi):  April 
10-13;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  10:30  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.;  Carl  E.  Bates,  North  Car¬ 
olina,  former  president  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  evange¬ 
list;  Hubert  Greer,  Wesson,  music. 

Bunker  Hill,  Columbia:  April 
17-20;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  10  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Jim  Futral,  Jackson,  evange- 


CaisIoui  ('liurc 
Interiors.  Iiu. 


Central  Mississippi  Crusade  for 
Christ  will  be  held  March  20-25  in 
the  Frank  B.  Branch  Coliseum  at 
Holmes  Community  College, 
Goodman.  Services  will  be  held 
each  evening  at  6:45. 

The  crusade,  originally  planned 
by  the  Holmes  County  Associa¬ 
tion,  is  reaching  out  to  all  denomi¬ 
nations  to  help  reach  its  goal  of 
reaching  as  many  souls  for  Christ 
as  possible. 


Fred  Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage 
Hill  Church,  Mobil^  Ala.,  will  be 
the  evangelist  for  the  six-night 
crusade.  Lacy,  also  of  Mobile, 
will  have  charge  of  the  music. 
John  H.  Williams  Sr.,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Moss  Point,  will  pre¬ 
sent  Bible  treasures  each  evening. 

A  100-voice  community  choir, 
along  with  area  musical  groups, 
will  present  special  music  during 
the  crusade. 


Two  Alaska  churches  send 
down  plea  for  used  vans 


Midway  Church,  Newton,  ordained  Charles  Bonner 
to  the  ministry  on  Feb.  13.  He  is  pastor  of  Bums 
Chjjrch,  Smith  Association.  Pictured  from  left  are  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Bonner,  and  Wayne  Miley,  pastor  of 
Midway  Church. 


list;  Mike  Parks,  Tyler,  Texas, 
music;  Jim  Ray,  pastor. 

Center  Terrace,  Canton: 
March  16-20;  Wed.-Sat.,  6:45 
p.m.;  Sunday,  9  a.m.,  10:30  a.m., 
and  6  p.m.;  Ed  Vallowe,  Forest 
Park,  (ja.,  evangelist;  Paul  Mose¬ 
ley,  music;  Jerry  T.  Hood,  pastor. 

First,  Winona:  March  20-23; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  amd  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  12  p.m.  (lunch 
served)  and  7  p.m.;  Ron  Phillips, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  evangelist; 
Gary  Anglin,  Abilene,  Texas, 
music;  John  L.  Walker,  pastor. 


^  REYNOl^-lSlXLATfiSTA/ 
rnf  Funeral  HoMEjrTnj’ 
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There  are  two  churches  in 
Alaska  needing  good  used  vans. 

Victory  Church,  Anchorage, 
needs  one  van;  Hillside  Church, 
Anchorage,  needs  two  to  begin  a 
children’s  ministry. 


Dim  is  a  critical  shortage 
SBC'Wide  of  mission  youth 
groops^^Ovet  200  fewer  groups 
this  year  with  many  more 
requests.  Resort  and  i&neaR?Uy 
projects  may  not  he  able  to  con¬ 
duct  their  summer  progtitms. 
Also  ihmiy  new  work  projects 
^  go  mtfified.  mote  mfoc- 
mt^mi  call  the  HMB  voionteer 
office  at  l-800-HMB-VC»JS.' 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  birtdirtg  artd  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Intxrnationally  known  spocMiats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Bos  30S.C  —  Orsehweed,  Mm.  SMM 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

Van  Winkle 

Church  —  folding  doors. 

_  ...  _  ffieafer  seals. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Wa  ramodal  4  paint 


Youth  Conference 

\\  Charleston 
\ISouthem  UniversHy 

June  13-17 

\  June  20  -24 

June  27  -  July  1 
July  11-15 

Pius...  TRl/TH,  Mark  McMesters, 
Daiwry  Nicholson  & 

The  Heart  of  Love  Band, 
Doug  Barley,  Jake  Gulledge. 
Rick  Brewer  &  New  Vision 

Join  hundreds  of  students  from  across  the  Southeast 
for  eSU's  7th  Annual  Camp 
'Acsdomic  Excatencm  in  m  CMsbmn  Environment’ 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  *  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1-800-654-1294 

Jjckson  MS  601-957-8844 


For  more  information  or  free  brochure  call: 

1-800-401-7675 


Last  year,  a  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  church  sent  such  a  van  to 
Alaska.  If  your  church  will  con¬ 
sider  donating  its  used  church 
van,  call  the  Partnership  Mis¬ 
sions  Office,  (601)  968-3800. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE;  SO  cents  per  word,  $5  mira- 
mum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising.  Include  narne, 
address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number 
in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 


BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB 
REPAIR.  Porcelain  or  fiberglass. 
No  job  too  large  or  small. 
Statewide  service.  No  mileage 
charge.  K&K  Bathtub  Repair, 
1642  Hwy  84E,  Laurel,  MS 
39440;  1-800-349-2882. 

BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 

sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318) 
939-2239. 

POND  STOCKERS  —  Catfish, 
Bream,  Grass  Carp,  Crappie, 
Bass.  Phone  (601)  267-9859. 

CASAS  ADOBES  Baptist 
Church  announces  search  for  a 
principal/minister  for  our  day 
school  of  grades~K-8.  Our 
school  is  23  years  old  with  320 
children.  Call  Pat  Thompson  at 
(602)  297-7238  or  write  2131  W. 
Ina  Road,  Tucson,  AZ  85741- 
2699  for  additional  information. 
Starting  date  will  be  July  1, 
1994. 

ORLANDO  CONVENTION  AR¬ 
RANGEMENTS:  Wide  Choice  of 
accommodations/shuttle  service. 
Disney-Cohvention  combination 
packages.  Discount  airfares 
(New  Orleans:  $135)  CHRIST¬ 
IAN  TRAVELERS  1-800-972- 
8952. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Roa  Mamibower.  Bd,D. 
HOniater  ot  Coumtelkig 
Pint  Church.  Jachaoa 


I’ye  been  told  that  tithes  can 
mean  giving  of  yourself,  and 
doesn’t  always  mean  money. 
What  is  the  real  truth? 

Scripture  talks  consistently 
about  tithing  as  a  part  of  Lord- 
ship.  The  verse  often  quoted  is 
Malachi  3:8-10,  which  begins, 
“Bring  the  whole  tithe  into  the 
storehouse....”  A  tithe  represented 
one-tenth  of  the  first  fruits  of 
one’s  home.  Tithing  goes  beyond 
money.  When  we  give  the  Lord 
the  fint  fmits  of  our  lives  as  well 
as  our  money,  we  are  giving  total 
ownership  of  all  we  have  to  God. 
The  real  truth  is  that  we  first  give 
ourselves  to  God,  and  be  in  turn 
blesses  our  gift  and  prospers  us. 
We  are  called  to  be  stewards  of 
what  God  has  given  us,  including 
our  time,  talents,  and  finances. 
When  we  give  God  total  owner¬ 
ship,  this  sends  a  tremendous  tes¬ 
timony  to  other  people  —  espe¬ 
cially  our  children  — ^bout  our 
commitment.  Our  world  needs  to 
see  commitment  based  on  action, 
not  feelings.  Author  Larry  Bur¬ 
kett  says  God  is  the  only  business 
manager  who  can  make  90%  go 
farther  than  100%.  Those  who 
come  after  us  must  see  we  are 
good  stewards  of  what  we  have 
been  given. 

I  worry  about  family  and 
friends  who  aren’t  saved  or  don’t 
include  God  in  their  lives.  /  try  to 


help  but  get  rejected.  Am  I  doing 
something  wrong? 

Keep  in  mind  what  happened 
to  Jesus  when  he  tried  to  share  the 
love  of  God  with  people  around 
him.  He  was  not  always  success¬ 
ful  in  getting  them  to  believe. 
Remember  that  Christians  are  to 
share  the  gospel  and  let  God  be 
responsible  for  the  harvest.  Shar¬ 
ing  the  gospel  with  family  and 
friends  can  Jx  most  difficult;  1  am 
finding  that  “lifestyle  evange¬ 
lism”  is  the  best  method.  TUs 
method  encourages  us  to  be  the 
love  of  God,  wherever  we  are. 
We  can  share  Christ  by  being  his 
example  to  all  who  come  into  our 
lives,  and  we  must  pray  for  the 
right  time  and  words  that  give 
these  people  an  opportunity  to  ask 
Jesus  into  their  lives.  Also  keep  in 
miixl  that  some  people  don’t  want 
to  see  the  light,  ber^use  it  expos¬ 
es  their  darkness  and  sin.  First, 
pray  for  the  people  about  whom 
you  are  concerned.  Secondly, 
examine  your  own  life  to  be  sure 
you  are  light  and  love  to  them. 
Thirdly,  realize  that  rejection  is 
part  of  the  Christian  experience. 
Lastly,  “keep  on  keeptng  on.” 
Eternity  is  at  stake  and  the  world 
is  lool^g  for  what  we  have  to 
offer.  Their  guilt,  hurt,  and  pain 
may  keep  them  from  realizing 
this  need,  but  the  prize  comes  to 
those  of  us  who  endure  the  hur¬ 
dles  and  push  toward  the  goal. 


Daniel  Vestal 

Pastor, 

TaBowood  Baptist  Church, 
Houston,  Texas 


Dell  Scoper 

Mambar, 

Hist  Baptist  Church, 
Laura],  ^Aas. 


^  Registration  begins  at  9:30  a  jn. 

A  dutch-treat  lunch  will  be  served  at  the  church. 

For  more  information,  call  FBC,  Meridian,  at  (601)  484-4600, 
or  Gene  Triggs,  (601)  969-7502. 


Send  your  couuseiing  questions  to  LlfeAnswers  c/o  The 
Baptist  Record,  F.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Please  be  brief.  Name  and  address  not  required.  Remember: 
In  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on 
your  counseling  needs. 

Missionary  News 


Ekon  and  Dottie  Gray,  missionar-  Donald  and  Toesa  Bols,  mission- 

ies  to  Japan,  are  on  the  field  (address:  ariestoNigerRepdUic,  are  onthe  fidd 
RO.  Box  31,  Kpza  C^,  Okinawa  904,  (address:  BP  21,  Ouaibun,  ITiger  Re- 
JapanX  He  is  a  Tennessee  native;  ^  puUicXHeisaJaclQonnERive;^,tbe 
the  firmer  EiottieEavensoncf  Marks.  fixmer  Teresa  Downey  of  Giacty,NM 

COOPERATIVE  BAPTIST 
FELLOWSHIP  OF  MISSISSIPPI 

Spring  meeting 

Saturday,  March  26 
10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 


Featuring 


Wynndale  Church,  Terry,  on 
March  20  will  be^  a  schedule  of 
two  worship  services  on  Sunday 
mornings.  The  early  service  will 
begin  at  9  a.m.  Suixlay  School  will 
follow  at  its  tegular  time,  10  a.m., 
and  the  regular  worship  time  fol¬ 
lows  it  at  11.  During  the  second 
service,  there  will  be  a  Children’s 
Qiurch  for  ages  4  dirough  second 
grade.  For  more  information,  call 
(601)  371-2429.  Charles  Gentry  is 
pastor. 

An  old-fashioned  Sacred 
Harp  Sing  will  be  held  on  April 
14  in  the  Sellers  Music  Building 
on  the  campus  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  The  event  begins  at  6 
p.m.  with  a  traditional  dinner  on 
the  grounds.  Fot  more  information, 
contact  the  office  of  Church  Music 
Ministries,  New  Orleans  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  3939  (jentilly  Blvd., 
New  Orleans,  LA  70126-4858  or 
call  (504)  282-4455,  ext.  3226. 

The  1994  Hearts  and  Homes 
Womens’  Conference  entitled 
“From  the  Heart  of  a  Woman,” 
will  feature  Carole  Mayhall  of 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  as  its  key 
speaker  March  25  and  26  at  First 
Church,  Columbia.  For  further 
information,  call  First  Church, 
(Columbia,  at  736-2608. 


Castlewoods  Church,  Bran¬ 
don,  will  host  the  singing  group 
Kindred  Hearts  on  March  20  at  6 
p.m.  The  group  will  also  sing  at 
8:30  p.m.  for  the  Rankin  County 
Baptist  Youth  Late  Nite  Extra.  For 
more  information,  call  Castle¬ 
woods  Church  at  992-9977. 


The  adult  choir  and  drama 
group  of  First  Church,  Ridge- 
land,  will  present  “Pictures  of 
(hrist”  on  March  26  and  27,  at  7 
p.m.  The  program  is  entitled  “God 
so  Loved  the  World.”  For  more 
informaticm,  call  856-61^9. 

First  Love  Revival  will  be  in 
concert  March  20  at  Antioch 
Church,  Columbus.  The  times  are 
2:30-4  p.m.  Edward  N.  Knox  is 
pastor. 

Focus  on  the  Family  will  spon¬ 
sor  a  new  television  special  d^ed 
“Sex,  Lies  and...  the  Truth”  on 
March  26  at  6:30  p.m.  on  WLBT 
(NBC),  channel  3.  “Sex,  Lies 
and...  the  Truth”  is  a  telecast 
revealing  the  hard  truths  about 
teenage  sex  in  the  ’90s.  Young 
viewers  come  face-to-face  with  the 
ctmsequences  of  pre-marital  sex  — 
unwanted  pregnancies,  damaged 
emotions,  sexually  transmitted  dis¬ 
eases,  even  AIDS.  And  they  meet 
celebrities,  professional  athletes, 
and  kids  just  like  themselves  who 
deliver  this  vital  message:  “Safe  . 
sex”  isn’t;  it’s  better  to  wait. 

West  Ellisville  Church, 
Ellisville,  will  present  an  Easter 
drama,  “Tell  Me  the  Story  of 
Jesus,”  ^ril  1  and  2  at  7  p.m.  The 
music  is  under  the  direction  of 
Harold  Walker  Jr.;  the  drama  is 
being  directed  by  Tim  Robertson. 
Dwigftt  L.  Smidi  is  pastor. 

American  Family  Radio  will 
air  several  special  programs  dur¬ 
ing  the  March  pre-Easter  season. 


Staff  Changes 


Gillsburg  Church,  Mississippi 
Association,  has  called  Brian 
Tyndall  as  pastor  effective  March 
20.  He  islnoving  from  Robinson 
Church,  Mississippi  Association. 

First  Church,  Lucedale,  has 
called  Michael  Morgan  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  youth  effective  Jan.  2.  His 
previous  place  of  service  was  Har¬ 
mony  Church,  Laurel.  He  is  a 
senior  at  WilUam  Carey  College. 

First  Church,  Leland,  has 
called  BiDy  Rayburn  as  minister 

Low  Term 
Life  Rates 

Compare  tie  rates  below  k>  tie  rate  you 
are  currenly  paying. 

■QflwNf  I1W|  nOfrlODSCCO  VM> 


Big  Savings  At  Any  Age 
1-8(KXa36-9861 
(601)366-9475 

Hamilton 

Insurance  Agency 

ffiSv  j  4120  North  stale  street 
y  Jgcteon,  MS  39206 


AM  tAfTBB  MVMICAL 


SfflIK  I  > 

OJGIOR! 

McDowell  Road  B.C 

1020  McDowell  Rd. 
Jackson,  MS  39204 
for  free  ticket  information 
call  372-1994 


of  music  and  youth.  A  native  of 
Canton,  he  is  a  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  Southwestern 
Seminary.  Rayburn  formerly 
served  in  Rolling  Fork 

Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  has  called  Jerry  W. 
Mixon  as  pastor  effective  Feb.  7. 

His  previous 
place  of  service 
was  -First 
Church,  Hot 
Springs,  Ark.  A 
native  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  be  is  a 
graduate  of 
William  Carey 
College  and 
New  Orleans 
Mixon  Seminary. 


Robinson  Church,  Liberty, 

recently  held  its  GA  Recognition 
Service.  Those  recognized  were 
Bridget  Cook  (left)  and  Heather 
Cook. 

They  are:  March  21-25  and  28-30 
at  4:15  p.m.,  and  27  at  4  p.m., 
“You  Are  There,”  an  eight-part 
dramatic  series  about  the  last  days 
of  Jesus;  March  26,  2  p.m.,  “The 
(Choice,”  a  drama  about  Marcus,  a 
_Roman  centurion;  March  28,  8 
p.m.,  “God  So  Loved  the  Woild,” 
an  Easter  celebration;  March  29,  5 
p.m.,  “Seven  Sayings  of  Christ  on 
the  Cross,”  a  musical  presentation 
by  Michael  Card  on  tte  last  words 
of  Christ;  March  31,  5  p.m., 
“Judas,  the  Betrayer,”  a  dramatic 
portrayal  by  Frank  Harvey  of 
Judas  Iscariot;  and  March  31,  8 
p.m.,  “The  Final  Week,”  Max 
Lucado’s  dramatic/  musicd  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  words  of  the 
friends  of  Jesus.  Call  (601)  844- 
5036  for  more  information. 

White  Sand 
marks  100th 
anniversary 

White  Sand  Church,  Pearl 
River  Association,  will  cele¬ 
brate  its  100th  anniversary 
i^ril  17  under  the  theme, 
“Teaching  the  Next  Genera¬ 
tion.”  < 

The  church  will  hold  a  spe¬ 
cial  service  beginning  at  11 
a.m.,  followed  by,  dinner  on  the 
grounds.  Members  will  be 
dressed  in  the  style  of  1894. 

Ken  Rhodes,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  the  association,  will 
present  the  church  a  certificate 
of  celebration  on  behalf  of  the 
state  convention. 

For  more  information,  call 
the  church  at  (6(^1)  795-0122. 
Ronald  O.^Boelter  is  pastor. 


YOUTH  MimSTRY  LAB 
APRIL  8-10,  1994 


HIENE:  HONE  DEUVERY 

Southweatem  Baptist  Theological  Seminaiy 
P.O.  Box  22B28  But  Worth,  Texas  7BI22 

(817)  932-1921  Ext  8888 

Cost  is  135  per  person,  or  ISO  per  couple 


Uniform 

Being  reconciled  to  God 

By  Doug  Bain 
Romans  5 


Reconciled  (w.  6>11)!  “Achieve,  accomplish  —  so  that 
you  can  be  accepted!”  The  message  is  imprinted  even 
before  birth,  that  unless  we  are  significant,  likeable,  produc¬ 
tive,  knowledgeable  —  unless  we  “have”  or  “do”  some¬ 
thing  impressive  —  we  are  out  of  luck.  And  so  we  are, 
except  for  the  sheer  grace  and  good  news  of  the  Father  that 
we  are  treasured  beyond  all  measure  —  while  we  were  yet 
sinners!  In  no  way  worthy  but  of  incredible  worth! 

Must  it  forever  reverberate  within  our  souls  that  we  have 
to  “do  something”  before  God  will  love  us?  Would  some 
even  undercut  the  good  news  by  suggesting-that  we  have  to 
repent  before  God  will  love  or  even  hear  us?  John  says 
“nay”  (3:16);  Paul  says  “njiy”  (v.  8).  While  we  were  yet 
(unrepentant)  sinners  God  loved  us  and  within  his  own 
heart  forgave  us  and  demonstrated  this  forgiveness  by  the 
sacrificial  sending  of  his  supreme  representative.  That  is 
good  news! 

God  forgives  all  people,  loves  all,  Oirist  died  for  all  — 
but  there  is  no  reuniting  reconciliation  until  we  experience 
his  love  in  Christ.  Reconciliation  happens  when  alienation 
finally  finds  healing  —  alienation  between  ourselves  and 
God,  ourselves  and  others,  and  within  ourselves.  Reconcili¬ 
ation  means  a  bridge  has  been  built,  but  we  must,  with  help, 
cross  over  that  bridge. 

Reconciliations  involves  being  reunited  with  the  Father 
and  with  the  rest  of  his  creation,  including  ourselves.  In 
God’s  provision  for  “getting  it  together,”  the  avenue  is  open 
for  “the  divided  soul,  once  rent  asunder,  being  knit  back 
together.”  Wholeness  works  its  way  fi'om  inside  out,  fi'om 
outside  in,  and  touches  every  aspect  of  life. 

Reconciliation  to  God  not  only  is  a  matter  of  personal 
relationship  to  him  but  includes  God’s  bringing  creation  to '' 
rhaturity.  As  Baptists  have  not  always  seen  clearly,  redemp¬ 
tion  is  not  only  away  from,  but  is  also  for!  We  are 
redeemed  to  be  what  we  were  created  to  be  —  that  is  seen 
supremely  in  Jesus.  The  doctrines  of  redemption  arxl  cre¬ 
ation  stand  together.  Romans  5;  10b  suggests  that  after  we 
have  been  reconciled  to  God  through  the  death  of  Jesus,  we 
then  can  begin  moving  toward  the  life  for  which  we  were 
created,  as  seen  in  Jesus:  “...  how  much  more  will  we  be 
saved  by  Christ’s  life!” 

“Reconciled”  iiKludes  not  only  saved  away  from,  but 
for  participation  in  his  original  creation  intent  of  responsi¬ 
ble  relationship  to  all  creation.  Have  you  been  reconciled  to 
God  in  the  farthest  reaches  of  your  own  universe? 

First  Adam  and  Second  Adam  (vv.  12-17).  Where 
First  Adam  fell  in  defeat.  Second  Adam  rose  up  victorious. 
All  who  are  in  First  Adam,  in  the  old  humanity,  repeat  all 
the  ways  of  First  Adam  —  being  suspicious  of  God,  grasp¬ 
ing  for  status  and  significance,  fig-leafing  the  shame  of 
“exposure,”  power  exertion  to  overcome  vulnerability,  and 
losing  the  garden  existence.  But  those  who  are  willing  to 
participate  in  the  new  humanity  are  those  who  adopt  life 
according  to  the  kingdom  realities  introduced  by  Jesus.  He 
related  to  the  Father  in  cooperative  faith.  He  did  not  grasp 
for  ultimate  status  (Phil.  2:6).  He  accepted  the  identity  of  a 
servant.  And  whereas  First  Adam  fell  in  defeat.  Second 
Adam  rose  up  victorious,  as  do  all  who  are  in  the  new 
humanity  introduced  by  the  Second  Adam.  They  do  busi¬ 
ness  on  the  basis  of  faith,  not  flesh;  faithing,  not  forcing. 

And  if  the  way  we  use  our  power  is  any  measure  of  our 
morality,  then  faith  must  irttersect  our  Uves  precisely  where 
we  are  forever  attempting  to  dominate,  force,  and  exercise 
control. 

Being  in  the  new  humanity,  being  in  (Thrist,  is  a  matter 
of  doing  the  basic  business  of  life  from  the  posture  of  faith, 
as  did  Jesus.  In  the  faith  stance,  we  benefit  from  the  work  of 
“that  one  man,”  Second  Adam,  Jesus,  arxl  are  counted  in 
God’s  sight  as  no  longer  “guilty.”  Verse  17b  indicates  that 
all  who  receive  God’s  abundant  grace  arxl  are  freely  put 
nght  with  him  will  reign  in  life  tlvough  Chnst.  The  careful 
interpreter  secs  here,  however,  not  a  picture  of  domincenng 
control  or  ot  asserting  pre-eminent  status,  which  would  con¬ 
trast  with  sacnticial  .scrvanthood.  The  picture  seems  to  be 
rather  that  the  reign  of  death  has  in  this  life  been  replaced 
by  the  nsen  life  shared  with  Christ  when  he  reigns  supreme. 

Bain  is  profes.sor,  biblical  and  related  studies.  Blue 
Mountain  College. 


Bible  Book 

Healing  produces  controversy 


By  Dan  Howard 
John  9 


My  grandmother  lived  to  be  98  years  old.  When  a 
cataract  surgery  on  her  eyes  was  unsuccessful  in  her  later 
years,  her  life  became  a  testimony  that  it  is  possible  to  wit¬ 
ness  for  God  even  with  physical  handicaps. 

Jesus  heals  a  blind  man  (w.  4-7).  In  John  9  we  read 
the  account  of  Jesus  healing  a  man  who  was  bom  blitxl. 

The  disciples  of  Jesus  wanted  to  know  whether  the  cause  of 
the  man’s  bliixlness  was  his  own  sin  or  his  parents’  sin. 
Some  Jewish  people  believed  all  evil  and  suffering  were 
the  result  of  sin.  Jesus  said  that  it  was  not  the  sin  by  this 
man  or  his  parents  that  caused  the  blindness.  The  man’s 
bliixlness  provided  an  opportunity  for  God  to  work  in  this 
man’s  life. 

“Day”  in  verse  4  referred  to  the  time  to  labor  as  opposed 
to  the  night,  arxl  to  the  specific  period  of  time  Jesus  was  on' 
the  earth.  The  phrases,  “While  I  am  in  the  world”  (v.  5)  and 
“Night  is  coming”  (v.  4)  indicate  that  Jesus  understood  that 
his  time  on  the  earth  was  drawing  to  a  close.  While  he  was 
here,  he  was  the  light  of  the  world.  The  healing  of  the  blind 
man  in  verses  6  and  7  support  Jesus’  claim  to  be  the  light  of 
the  world. 

We  are  told  Jesus  made  a  mixture  of  clay  and  saliva  and 
put  it  on  the  blind  man’s  eyes.  This  strange  mixture  may 
have  been  used  because  saliva  was  thought  to  have  healing 
properties.  The  dirt  may  have  been  used  to  symbolize  the 
creative  power  of  Jesus  since  man  was  formed  from  the 
dust  of  the  ground  (Gen.  2:7). 

Jesus  instmcted  the  man  to  wash  the  mud  fiom  his  eyes 
at  the  pool  of  Siloam.  The  man  demonstrated  his  faith  in 
Jesus  by  being  obedient  in  following  Jesus’  instructions. 
Upon  following  Jesus’  instructions  the  man  received  his 
si^t.  It  was  not  the  saliva,  or  dirt,  or  water  which  healed 
this  man,  but  the  power  of  God  through  Jesus. 

The  healed  man  questioned  (w.  24-29).  The  Pharisees 
questioned  the  man,  then  his  parents,  about  the  restoration 
of  his  sight.  In  verse  24  they  re-questioned  him.  They  told 
the  man  to  “give  glory  to  God.”  This  phrase  could  mean 
they  wanted  the  man  to  give  God  the  credit  for  the  healing 
rather  than  Jesus,  or  they  were  asking  him  to  take  an  oath  to 
tell  the  truth.  The  Pharisees  had  already  decided  Jesus  was 
a  sinner  and  they  wanted  this  man  to  confirm  their  belief. 

As  we  see  in  verse  25,  the  man  did  not  enter  into  their 
theological  debate.  The  man  shared  what  he  knew  about 
Jesus,  his  personal  testimony  of  what  Jesus  had  done  for 
him.  This  remains  the  most  effective  way  to  witness. 

The  healed  man’s  faith  in  Jesus  (vv.  35-38).  The  Phar¬ 
isees  cast  the  man  out  of  the  synagogue  arxl  withdrew  privi¬ 
leges  of  worship.  'When  Jesus  heard  this,  he  began  to  look 
for  the  man.  Verse  35  shows  his  compassion  for  those  oth¬ 
ers  reject:  it  also  shows  Jesus  continues  to  take  the  imtiative 
in  salvation. 

Jesus  asked  the  man  if  he  believed  in  the  Son  of  Man.  In 
verse  36  the  man  referred  to  Jesus  as  Lord.  The  idea  of  this 
word  is  “sir.”  The  man  wanted  to  know  who  was  the  Son  of 
Man.  When  Jesus  identified  himself  as  the  Son  of  Man  the 
man  said,  “Lord  (one  who  controls),  I  believe.”  Then  he 
prostrated  himself  before  Jesus  arxl  worshiped  him.  We  can 
believe  everything  the  Bible  says  about  Jesus  and  still  be 
lost.  When  we  do  as  this  man  did  and  believe  in  him  as  our 
personal  Savior,  we  will  be  saved. 

Jesus  rebukes  the  Pharisees  (vv.  39-41).  Whenever  a 
person  comes  face  to  face  with  Jesus,  he  is  confronted  with 
seeing  Jesus  as  someone  to  be  loved,  admired,  contemplat¬ 
ed,  arxl  resporxled  to  or  seeing  him  as  someone  not  to  he 
desired.  By  our  decision  of  what  to  do  with  Jesus,  judgment 
has  been  brought  by  Jesus. 

Jesus  goes  on  to  say  in  verse  39  that  the  person  who 
understaixls  he  is  blind  and  desires  to  see  can  have  his  eyes 
opened.  The  person  who  denies  he  has  a  problem  and 
thinks  he  knows  it  all  is  truly  blind  and  beyotxl  help. 

The  question  the  Pharisees  asked  Jesus  in  verse  40  indi¬ 
cates  they  did  not  consider  themselves  blind.  Jesus 
response  in  verse  4 1  indicates  tliat  if  the  Pharisees  had  not 
seen  convincing  proof  of  Jesus’  identity,  they  could  not  be 
condemned.  In  spite  of  what  they  had  .seen  arxl  the  knowl¬ 
edge  they  claimed  to  possess,  they  still  rejected  Jesus  as  the 
Son  of  God.  They  were  still  in  bondage  to  their  .sin. 

Howard  is  pastor,  Woodville  Church.  Woodvilie. 


Life  and  Work 

Serve! 


By  Billie  Buckley 
Luke  22 


Sam,  our  boxer  grsmddog,  is  free.  He  fouixl  the  doggie 
door.  In  or  out  —  te  just  couldn’t  make  up  his  mind.  Out¬ 
side  he  was  fiee  to  run  and  bark  at  cows.  Inside  be  was  free 
from  cold,  rain,  and  straw  bugs.  What  Sam  needed  was  to 
fiixl  a  balance  so  be  could  be  free  from  iixlecision. 

Is  that  not  what  our  world  needs,  too?  In  our  quest  for 
success  we  have  lost  our  balance,  and  we  are  spinning  out 
of  control.  Our  environment  is  paying  the  price  right  now 
because  of  this  lack  of  understanding.  Our  cities  are  out  of 
control,  as  is  our  national  debt,  and  many  of  our  leaders. 

This  is  a  high  price  to  pay  for  success,  isn’t  it?  Can  we 
as  (Thristians  make  a  difference  in  this  out-of-balance,  in- 
and-out,  up-and-down,  success-at-any-price  world  we  live 
in? 

I  don’t  think  God  is  against  success.  He  just  has  a  differ¬ 
ent  plan  for  success,  which  he  maps  out  in  this  week’s 
scripture:  be  a  servant. 

A  successful  servant  is  genuinely  great  (vv.  24-27). 

His  disciples  began  to  argue  about  who  was  greatest  among 
them  when  Jesus  explam^  that  service  is  the  key  to  gen¬ 
uine  success. 

How  can  we  know  about  being  a  genumely  great  ser¬ 
vant?  Here  are  questions  to  ask  ourselves:  Are  we  resem¬ 
bling  our  creator?  Are  we  reflecting  his  character?  Are  we 
releasing  his  presence? 

If  the  answer  to  these  questions  is  “yes,”  then  we  can 
know  that  we  are  genuine  arxl  not  a  counterfeit. 

A  successful  servamt  has  divine  help  (vv.  31-32).  Jesus 
acknowledged  his  prayer  for  Peter’s  faithful  service  and 
then  laid  down  a  challenge  to  the  apostle.  Help  others  by 
appropriating  God’s  help.  God  is  the  creator  of  success. 
Remember  when  he  created  the  earth  he  said,  “That’s 
good.”  I  paraphrase  that  to  read,  “I  have  been  successful.” 

If  I  am  to  be  a  bearer  of  God’s  character,  then  I  need  the 
help  to  be  a  successful  servant  from  his  point  of  view  arxl 
with  his  divine  help.  Ghristian  service  does  not  bear  fruit 
unless  it  points  to  God  as  our  helper. 

A  successful  servant  needs  to  be  on  guard  (vv.  33-34). 
Peter  promised  to  be  faithful  in  his  service,  but  Jesus  knew 
of  his  coming  denial.  Dedicated  Christians  who  have  the 
best  of  intentions  to  serve  faithfully  may  fail  to  do  so. 

We  need  to  be  on  guard  today  against  leaders  who  use  a 
subtle,  powerful  approach  of  mampulaoon  for  their  own 
selfish  ambition  arid  distorted  view  of  leadership. 

If  we  want  to  lead  with  Chiist-Iikeness.  then  we  must 
take  the  position  of  a  servant  arxl  not  a  ruler.  Only  as  a  s6r- 
vant-leader  can  we  gemiinely  concern  ourselves  with  the 
rights,  needs,  and  welfare  of  others.  Chnst  himself  provid¬ 
ed  the  example. 

A  successful  servant  is  prepared  (vv,  35-37).  Jesus 
used  ^mbolic  language  to  prepare  the  disciples  for  coming 
hostilities. 

Our  world  today  is  filled  with  these  same  hostilities 
against  servanthood.  The  world’s  definition  of  success  is  a 
fatal  formula:  pushiness  +  harshne.ss  +  cut-throat  competi¬ 
tion  -  the  family  +  achievement  arxl  recognition. 

Today  we  need  to  prepare  ourselves  to  stand  up  against 
that  fatal  formula.  This  preparation  needs  to  be  haixled 
down  to  our  children  arid  our  children’s  children. 

No  day  should  pass  in  the  life  of  a  Christian  without  our 
doing  something  at  cost  to  ourselves,  to  make  the  burden 
lighter  arxl  the  path  easier  for  at  least  one  somebody. 

A  succ^fiil  servant  knows  his  source  (v.  38).  The  dis¬ 
ciples’  response  shows  they  misuixlerstood  the  spirit  of 
Jesus’  words  in  verses  35-37.  As  a  believer,  we  need  to  rely 
on  God’s  resources  arxl  not  worldly  sources  of  strength. 

Only  when  we  understand  our  source  will  we  be  able  to 
be  a  loving  servant  because  we  are  loved  by  God  himself; 
to  be  joyous  because  we  have  been  rescued  by  Jesus  for  a 
relationship  with  God;  and  to  be  peaceful  because  of  this 
full  fellowship  with  him. 

rhe  verdict  is  in.  This  commiiation  .illows  us  the  free¬ 
dom  to  be  a  successful  servant. 

That’s  a  guiuantee. 

Buckley  is  a  member  of  Fetal-Harvev  Church.  Petal. 
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Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  poition  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of 
(jifits  of  Honor  and  Memtxy.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay 
tribute  to  others  dvougb  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefolly  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  spedal  to  our  special  friei^. 
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kb.  A  kbe.  FreA  Riky 

InF.LHT 

Dr.  Rebecca  &  Legge 
NaAaa  Legge 
Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Lagga 
Carama  D.  Latter 
kbe.  Linda  Ccek 
MnAvaLawk 
Foratt  B^btt  Church 
CrysM  Biwefcc  UaaeB 
kb.  A  kbs.  Keidi  Grubbs 
Roger  and  kfargarel  Am  Livings 
Kolola  Springs  Baptist  Churdi 
Mn  Wilms  Lag 
Mr.  Dooy  E  Gregory 
kb.  Gerald  Lott 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Leo  Scruggs 
PaalLctt 
Mn.  Hekn  Jenkins 
Mn  kflnnk  La  Lowrey 
Mr.  Janes  H.  Camon 
Gulfport  Hei^as  Bsptist  Cfau<cS 
Mr.  Clyde  Lyle 
Mn.  Mattie  B.  Flynt 
Mr.  and  kba.  ^twa  kfalonc 
Dr.  A  Mn.  J.  M.  Brock  Jr. 

Dr.  E  E  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  F.  M.  Shelby  Jr. 

Rita  Mashbum 
Mn.  Margaret  G.  Ross 
Tyler  MaAc 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Chaiks  G.  Maskc 
Mr.  Terry  Masa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Alton  E  Fields 
kb.  A  M».  Howard  McDonald 
Charia  E  Mathis 
Dr.  A  Mn.  R.  W.  Pievost  Jr. 
PrasKa  Mwldin 
kb.  A  kbs.  B.  E  Taylor 
ktarlao  Mavis 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Waker  B.  Moore 
AnaEkfay 

kb.  A  Mn.  Joseph  J.  Ogntid 
BdwardMayo 

Atkik  1  SS,  Sea  Boukvnd  BC, 
Rav.  A  Mn.  Wilkam  F.  Evans 
Mr.  A  kbi.  Chwks  A.  Joa 
kb.  Akbs.EEEventt 
Clayta  McCrary 
Ihe  Jm  Bundi  Fnnily 
kb.  A  kbe.  Arhe  E  Godfrey 
kl/M  WJ^  Wnwd.  GUM 
McDoda,  Badria  kl  SUadod 
kbe.  fiigema  kl  nwieU 
kbe.  kingnoi  M.  Gully 
BdakfcDasAd 

kb.  A  kbi.  Da  W.  Soubedod,  Jr. 
Jimmy  kfcDmdd 
kb.  A  kbe.  Da  W.  Sosdieelad,  Jr. 
kir.  A  Mn  O.  E  MdMttM 
kb.  A  kba.  Da  W.  SetdntlttMl,  ir. 
EW.McDoM 

Mr.  A  kbe.  Da  W.  Seudiaclad.  Ir. 
BaalaMdJadd 
kb.  A  kbe.  Da  W.  Sotsbeclad.  Jr. 
kfn  Oraa  McBlvoa 
Ms.  kCaidM  N.  Wdl 
Pa«l  McGaa^y  A  Btabslh  kL 
Bidlar 

kbs.  Pad  E  MoGai^ 


kin  Sara  kBBm 
RiA  SS,  nC  Bignca 
W.  W.kfMtm* 

kb.  A  kbe.  RSBia  E  ktOer  Sr. 


kb.  A  kbs.  HmvadGffmMa 
kir.  A  Mn  OM  kOldidi 
kb.  A  kba.  Jnoe  R  kbiftirU 
kin  Aadroy  ThBr  kfUrtiiB 
kb.Akba.JnckT.Gday 


kb.  IttnasROodhoy 
Mr.  A  kbs.  F.  G.  Maasa 
WdnrAkbcAoykioom 
Lyda  and  Ba  Maaco 
kb.  A  kba.  Wda  B.  kloore 
Waiter  kta  mo 
kb.  A  kba.  Wda  B.  kloose 
kfr.  Jama  kfaroa 


RdphEkMIsy 
lea  kbCsadk 
MmgMtile  W.  kfcLote 

m - 

meric  rowor 
kfatvin  WiKais 
Mr.  A  kba.  W.  C  Dosby 
kb.  A  Mn.  A.  Emnett  WUsa 
MnFioldcMaBa 
kb.  A  kba.  Hmry  E  Woods 
Lottie  kiycro 
Concord  Beptitt  Church 

*  J-  ^  ** _ ■ - ■ 

ivu.  OK  ivm.  seecn  1  mu 
MnLdla  Myers 
CecH  Cost  SS.  nC  Jokson 
Henry  Natloa 
The  Roy  Wchb  Famly 
Mn  Bertha  Ma  NIcheie 
Mr.  A  Mm.  Austin  Smidi 
Ruby  Norwood 
Fidebs  SS,  FBC  Cryal  Springs 
Mr.  Buddie  NowoO 
Young  Aduk  SS, 

1st  United  Methodisi  Churdi 
Mn  Value  0*Ncd 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  E.  Farnham 
Mary  Bizsbedi  Lipscomb 
Mr.FkadOdom 
kbs.  Brownie  E  Peda 
Marie  Overby 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Charles  E  Smith 
Jim  Ray  Owen 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roese  Snell 
Mn  Herndc  Darts  Owa 
Hennie  Doris  Owa  SS. 
Fricfidship  BC 
HlramC.Owaa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hany  Lott 
Naomi  Owca 
kb.  A  kba.  Guy  kfiller 
Mr.VIrtOPaa 
kb.  A  kbe.  J.  P.  KeUy 
kfr.  Damead  Parker 
kb.  A  kbe.  kl  E  Daves.  Jr. 
Jaa  ArdaFwte 
kb.  A  kbs.  Cadi  D.  Wikmsa 
Mr.  and  kfn  T.  A.  Fariur 
kb.  A  kba.  kl  E  Daves,  ir. 
Grady  Farbs 

kb.  A  kba.  Joeeph  S.  Lyoa 
Mr.J.C.Fatt4na 
Mr.ChmlwW.HokDes 
kb.  Akba.  JeteCcidm 
kb.  A  kba.  Hois  B.  POyta 
MnW.M.Faya 
kb.  A  Mn.  Rofaeit  Abner 
JoaephH.FMd 
kb.  A  Mn.  Baiy  Owa 
Load  Oaa»  Mr.  A  Mn  Hm7 


kb.  A  Mn.  Httwy  Pablos  Jr. 
kir.  A.  E  Feapla 
kbssCWbckioHoUis 
Ceergi  C.  Pry  Jr 
kb.Akfaa.  O.C.Pbiy 
kfr.  A  Mn  God  Por^ 
kbe.  T.  L  lelmsm 
kfnGeBPIttamo 
CaadUa  BspttscChusch 


Ml  A  kbi  BnlikHairfnsil 
AF^Iy 
kb.  WapaPIUe 
Mr.  A  kba.  Bob  kbCord 
kfs.  Louise  klouaoe 
MnVIvaPbpa 
Tin  Al^sm  SS.CoBms  BC 
Dr.E^klCmtn 
kba.  GUdys  Sim  Poeve 
Mr.  A  kbs.  leha  E  Duga 
Mr.Akba.  A.W.Shmp 
kb.  A  kbe.  W.  A.  IhotM 
GaPawoB 

kb.  Akfrs.  Joseph T.  Doveopoit 
BffcM.Frta 
kis.  Bha  Wikmea 


David  Qahm 

Mn.Hdalmkiw 


Easter  Sunrise  Service 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
India  Nunnery  Campus 
At  Powell  Chapel 


kb.  Doom  E  Coeko 
kb.  A  kba.  David  C  Fasa 
kbe.  Vogmaa  Maeca 
kb.  Hubert  W.  kbma 
kb.  WilbeO.Bobaa 
Pnd  B.  Welch,  M  J>. 

Mr.  A  kbe.  Edbe  Bcivodnsi 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Edbe  Bmwar 
kb.  A  kfn.  Willua  A.  Cala 
kb.  Ba  Savage 
kb.  A  kbs.  Bob  Boo* 
kfnSmaSavaga 
kb.  A  kba.  Bob  kfeOmd 
kb.  A  kfn  1001  e  Scrags 
Dr.  Rebecca  &  loggs 
kMbad  MdUoay  SatBB 
Bfo.  Akbe.  RoydLjmb 


RabSS.  nC  bgnea 
kb.H.V.Ba*ria 
kb.Akire.EEPaAor 
Vlr^Balrta 

Solar  AdultCI«c,S^y  GmvcBC 
Mn.  Lms  ScUen 
OBbWaaddRal 
kin.  Iheha  R  Wnis 
kb.  Pole  Redd 
Foioet  Baptist  Chusefa 
Dr.WMamRcca 
Mr.  A  kbs.  Gordon  Holloway 
Neica  Rceva 
Mr.  A  kbs.  W.  A.  Clcvclnid 
Mn  Bertie  Daria  Rettty 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Jsmes  D.  Price 
kb.  Halda  Rhynna  ' 

Dr.  Ehsc  M.  Curtis 
RIckyRlce 
Ms.  imry  Agent 

Mrk  kftlton  RUcy  A  MnCharim 
»  Mn.  Reafotd  G.  Crows 
Mra.  Maude  Sue  RUcy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  Lee  Boone 
ZcaRUcy 
Mrs.  Rctfaa  Knight 
Gyde  A.  Roheraoo 
NonaR.  Shows 
GydeRoberU 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lyle  Wiokleplecfc 
Ncrnta  Roberlaa 
Mr  A  Mn.  R.  E  Eveiett 
Mr.  Jalla  Roebuck 
Jim.  Carolyn  ad  Lyn  Henry 
Angela  Rgg  Roquemere 
Mr.  A  kbs.  Austin  Smith 
Mn  Rath  Raancls 
Ruth  SS,  Bovma  BC,  Vickdwg 
Fhaidi  ad  DeHa  Sadim 
Ms.  kfyta  Sadler 
kb.  Frank  Sadler 
Mr.  AMra.  VaEvttn 
Mr.  A  kba.  Ronald  Harrisa  • 

Mr.  A  kba.  Raymond  Evas 
Mr.  A  kbs.  Billy  Evas 
Mr.Akba.LaroyEvai 
Mr.  Keaelh  Evas 
SbaBayLya  Sandafhn- 
Ka  and  Shora  SandeAir 
Mr.  A  kba.  W.  E  SaaloAir 
Bahhifattdm 
JubbKaBy 
DoioBiy  Robkna 
Ms.klm;gnY.TaM 
CynlUd  Aw  Sandetoa 
Hisa  Bcttrica  Biowfda 
Laamr  Boslag 
Dr.  A  kba.  E  Gesda  Sensing 
JolmESmMtar 
Friends  tt  Jacobs  Ahcrttl 
BobBenoll 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Join  A.  TSMt 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eugoe  Vg  Every 

ABoye 

Mr.  A  kba.  Paid  Hoff 
Mr.  A  kba.  la  Webb 
Gulba'e  Medical  Oim^  P.  A. 
kb.  A  kba.  Jcbmy  M.  Cttdwol 


kb.  A  kba.  Dnnai  DoOm 
Mr.JaaaSheBa 
kb.  LaVoytme  Bitfla 
Mr.  A  kin.  Da  W.  Sea*M 
kb.  A  kba.  Roy  Bberidge 
kb.ToaSbttUa 
kba.  Kttlayii  R  Hang 


kfn.  Roy  B.  Powles 
HonaaSUIs 

Mr.  A  kba.  Henna  L  Daga  Jr. 
kfn  FkaakSlachdr 
Mr.  A  kbs.  James  S.  Geoige 
O.E**Nook^ShKlttr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Hatton 
A  Fotily 

Mr.  W.  C.SkalaSr 
Adult  n  SS.  FBC,  Greenville 
Mr.  A  Mn  Eari  E  Gefford 
Mr.  A  Mn  C.  B.  Slater 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harold  E  Harwood 
Amada  Ruth  Sloam 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Kirby  C.  Smith  Sr. 
CkleSfldtli 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  E  Knight 
Mr.  Htwold  L.Sndth 
Ms.  Btllre  McCully 
kb.  A  Mn.  W.  D.  Hobby 
Mr.  Hwrell  Sodth 
Mn.  Inez  McCullar 
Mr.  J.  V.  Sodth 
Mrs.  J.  V.  Smith 
Mary  E.  Sodth 
Mildred  Vine* 
ttdleSndlh 
Ms.  Julia  Mulhtis 
Pal  Sodth 

Mn.  Howard  S.  Oerke 
Mr.T.J.Spara 
The  “Southern  Seniors 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Grady  Spean  A  Family 
Tnidi  SeelcOTs.  Stele  Boulevard, 
Meridia 

Rev.  A  Mrs.  WilKai  F.  Evas 
kb.  A  Mn.  Esco  lobnson 
Frok  and  Dot  Mooie 
Mn  Margarletta  Slaflard 
kb.  A  kba.  Heary  K.  Woods 
kb.  Gllbact  E  StodiM 
kb.  Jidia  kbdlms 
kb.  A  kba.  J.  E  Rodril 
kb.  A  Mn.  Rivas  B.  Lowroy 


Seaman  Bipciat  Chunb 
WBMnmF.SttI 
kb.  A  kba.  JuKa  E  Sidas  Jr. 

MUtbodVans 
kfnCMttBcSttBNa 
kb.  A  kba.  Roy  Edneidge 
kiarle  SdmmmaB 
Concoed  Bapliat  Cfautrii 
GraydaS— mma 
kb.  A  kba.  IhoamM  Clay  ID 
kfn  AgaSbria 
kb.  A  kba.  Jems  Ciawninga 
kfn  Maarta  T Amt 
Maigaret  Adame  SS,  I9C  kfaom 

(to  be  continued) 


7:00  a.m. 


Message  by 
Rev.  Ronny  Robinson 
Executive  Dirertor 

Music  by 
Mr.  Melvin  Evans 
Alumnus 


Eunday  April  3, 1994 


Bennett’s  prescription  for  America: 
less  government,  more  responsibility 


occur,”  he  said.  “They  have  to  neglected  children  living  in 
realize  what  they  can  expect  from  squalor.  Bennett  said  one  six-year- 
govemment  and  what  they  can  old  being  led  out  of  the  building 
expect  from  asked  a  social 

themselves.”  - - - - — ~  ;  worker,  “Will 

Not  only  is  Instead  of  expecting  you  take  me 

government  to  sohe 

was  never  their  problems,  America  is 

intended  to  do,  paying  the  price 

Bennett  says,  Americans  should  take  for  shirking  the 
it’s  not  doing  a  responsibility  of 

very  good  job  at  their  country  hack.  parenthood,  said 

it.  For  example,  _  William  Bennett 

parenting:  We  book  The  De- 

have  conducted  valuing  of 

an  unwitting  social  experiment  in  America  is  in  a  second  printing, 
this  country  in  the  last  25  years  —  His  second  book,  The  Book  of 
have  children  and  then  don’t  raise  Virtues,  is  on  the  New  York 
them,  and  let’s  see  what  happens,”  Times’  best-seller  list, 
be  said.  “We  are  now  seeing  what  Bennett  said  a  shift  in  Ameri- 
happens,  and  it  is  not  great.”  can  thinking  in  recent  decades  has 

He  told  of  a  Chicago  tenement  produced  an  “entitlement  mentali- 
where  police  recently  found  19  ty”  among  the  citizenry:  “That  we, 

the  citizens  of  America,  were  not 
only  entitled  to  the  pursuit  of  luq>- 
piness  but  were  entitled,  as  a  right, 
to  happiness,  and  if  we  weren’t 
getting  it,  it  was  somebody’s  fault 
—  the  government,  your  spouse, 
your  employer,  the  mayor.” 

This  shift  was  “one  of  the  most 
consequential  changes  in  public 
philosophy”  and  the  source  of 
many  social  ills  today,  he  said. 

Instead  of  expecting  govern¬ 
ment  to  solve  their  problems,  Ben¬ 
nett  said,  Americans  should  take 
their  country  back  from  the  politi¬ 
cians  and  bureaucrats.  “We  should 
say  to  the  government,  ‘We  want 
our  money  back,”’  he  said. 

“Happiness  has  moved  above 
commitment  in  the  priority  of 
modem  American  thinking,”  Ben¬ 
nett  continued.  “When  that  occurs, 
the  dissolution  of  critical  institu¬ 
tions  is  bound  to  follow.” 

One  institution  that  has  suf¬ 
fered,  he  said,  is  the  family.  “Its 
dissolution  is  the  most  important 
fact  of  American  life,”  said  Ben¬ 
nett,  whose  own  parents  were 
divorced. 

The  demise  of  the  family  was 
the  theme  of  the  three-day  seminar 

Sonsored  by  the  Christian  Life 
>mmission,  which  featured  Ben¬ 
nett  as  keynote  speaker. 


RANCHER’S  ESTATE  ESTABLISHES  $2.7  MILLION  FUND 
FOR  CHINA:  RICHMOND.  Va.  (BP)  —  The  estate  of  the  late  Roy 
Cotulla,  of  Cotulla,  Texas,  has  established  a  $2.7  million  fund  at  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  for  ministries  in  China.  Cotulla,  who  died  in 
July  1992  at  age  86,  asked  the  board  in  his  will  to  use  the  money  for 
work  in  China.  The  board  has  created  a  fund  with  proceeds  from  a  liqui¬ 
dated  stock  portfolio  that  had  grown  from  $5,000  to  more  than  $3  mil¬ 
lion  in  the  last  40  years.  The  fund,  named  ctfier  Cotulla  and  his  late  wtfe, 
Lucille,  should  surpass  $3  million  in  the  coming  months,  when  a  final 
settlement  of  the  estate  releases  additional  money,  explained  Carl  John¬ 
son,  the  board’s  vice  president  for  finance.  “We  are  so  thankful  for  these 
resources  which  are  a  testimony  to  the  meaningful  lives  of  Roy  and 
Lucille,"  added  FMB  President  Jerry  Rankin. 

YEMEN  HOSPITAL  CLEARED  OF  CHARGES  AGAINST 
ISLAM:  JIB^,  Yemen  (BP)  —  A  court  in  Yemen  has  cleared  South¬ 
ern  Baptist^Miospital  in  Jibla  of  charges  that  workers  committed  crimes 
against  Islam.  Southern  Baptist  representative  Bill  Koehn,  hospital 
administrator,  has  received  a  copy  of  the  newest  verdict.  The  faction  that 
brought  the  charges  has  40  days  to  appeal.  Last  August,  after  a  highly 
publicized  hearing  by  a  judge  running  for  the  legislature,  Koehn,  ftqm 
Cimarron,  Kan.,  was  ordered  to  close  the  hospital  and  leave  the  country. 
But  the  orders  were  never  enforced.  The  hospital  remained  open  while 
lawyers  filed  an  appeal.  The  case  stems  fiom  accusations  IS  months  ago 
that  two  men  tore  up  the  Koran  and  threw  it  in  a  toilet  because  a  doctor 
directed  them  to  do  so.  Accusers  said  hospital  workers  were  trying  to 
force  people  to  abandon  Islam  in  favor  of  Christianity.  The  hospital 
opened  in  1968  under  the  leadership  of  now-retired  Southern  Baptist 
representative  James  Young.  He  and  his  wife,  June,  of  Ruston,  La.,  orig¬ 
inally  came  to  Yemen  to  start  a  medical  service,  but  the  govenunent 
asked  them  to  build  a  hospital. 


Devotional 

Golfer  Larry  Mize  finds 
contentment  in  Jesus 


By  Clay  Renick 

COLUMBUS,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The  golf  clubs  alone  at  the  home  of 
Larry  Nfize.  (^le  of  his  sons  was  having  a  Ixithday  party. 

“My  faith  in  Christ  and  family  come  before  (golf),”  Mize  said. 
‘'When  I’m  home,  I  don’t  jday  and  practice  a  lot”  Success  has  fol¬ 
lowed  the  35-year-old  member  of  Hrst  Church  in  Columbus,  Ga  In 
1^9  he  won  the  Masters  in  Augusta  Last  year  he  todc  first  i^ace  at 
three  major  tournaments  on  the  PGA  tour.  Earnings  topped 
$900,000,  his  best  year  yet 

Even  so,  he  said,  “You’re  otily  as  good  as  your  last  tournament 
The  only  thing  that  gives  me  true  contentment  is  knowing  Jesus 
Christ  as  my  Lord  and  Savior.” 

That  hai^}ened  at  Hrst  Church  in  Augusta,  Ga,  when  Mize  was 
yoi^  and  accompanied  his  pamus,  who  were  active  in  the  congre- 

They  also  started  taking  him  on  the  golf  course.  Early  on,  he  said, 
“I  always  felt  that  you  could  leam  a  lot  about  a  person  by  playing  a 
round  of  golf  with  them.  Everybody  reacts  different  to  the  pressure.” 

A  different  land  of  pressure  affected  his  own  life.  Mize  graduated 
from  Georgia  Tech,  got  married,  atxl  started  on  the  professional  tour. 

“Golf  b«:ame  more  important  than  my  faith,”  be  said. 

That  (hanged  in  a  ho^ital  with  the  birih  of  his  first  stxi. 

“God  got  my  attention,”  Mize  said 

ife  said  he  realized  the  value  of  ftunUy  atKl  impoitatxx  of  faith. 
Arxi  be  decided  to  let  God  control  all  parts  of  his  life. 

His  game  improved 

“You  test  yourself  gainst  other  players,”  Mize  explained  “But 
I’m  testing  myself  against  the  course....  I  want  to  please  God  more 
than  I  want  to  win.” 

Even  so,  be  said  “The  only  thing  that’s  going  to  make  yon  signif¬ 
icant  and  ftilfill  your  dreams  is  Jesus  Christ.” 

Renick  is  PR  writer  for  Southwestern  Seminary. 


ABC  admits  its  “NYPD 
Blue”  is  losing  mpney 


NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  (EP)  —  ratings.  It’s  losing  money,”  Iger 
Last  fall,  when  ABC  unwrapped  said.  “The  reason  is  content.  There 

“NYPD  Blue,”  a  cop  show  that  are  signs  of  some  support  from 
pushes  television’s  already  fragile  traditional  advertisers,  but  how 
limits  of  good  taste,  the  network  dramatic  that  support  will  be 
claimed  that  threatened  consumer  won’t  be  (known)  until  the  show 
boycotts  were  having  no  effect,  comes  back  next  fall.” 
and  that  advertising  spots  in  the  The  American  Family  Ass(x:ia- 
controversial  program  were  sold  tion  (AFA)  reports  that  ABC  sold 
out  at  the  full  price  of  $1 15,000  time  on  the  program  for  as  little  as 
per  30-second  spot  —  with  more  one-tenth  the  asking  price,  or 
advertisers  on  a  waiting  list  clam-  $11,500  for  30  seconds.  The  AFA 
oring  for  time.  estimates  that  ABC  lost  $17  mil- 

Oops.  lion  in  potential  ad  revenue  during 

ABC  has  now  acknowledged  the  first  17  episodes  of  “NYPD 
that  advertisers  are  wary  of  the  Blue.” 

program,  and  that  as  a  result,  the  “ABC  is  now  admitting  they 
program  is  losing  money.  lied  to  the  American  public,”  said 

ABC  President  Rogert  Iger  Donald  Wildmon,  president  of 
acknowledged  Jan.  10  that  the  net-  AFA.  “If  they  will  lie  about  one 
work  is  losing  money  on  the  pro-  program,  then  it  certainly  leaves 
gram  because  it  can’t  sell  ads  on  open  the  possibility  they  will  lie 
“NYPD  Blue”  for  full  price.  Also,  about  other  programs  including 
ABC  is  only  able  to  sell  about  five  their  news.” 
minutes  of  advertising  time  on  the  Wildmon  said  his  organization 
program,  rather  than  the  seven  will  continue  its  campaign  against 
minutes  of  network  advertising  an  “NYPD  Blue,”  a  program  marked 
hour-long  program  would  usually  by  violence,  foul  language,  and 
support.  nudity  far  beyond  what  is  general- 

“The  revenue  it’s  bringing  in  is  ly  permitted  on  broadcast  televi- 
less  than  that  of  a  program  with  its  sion. 


By  Charles  Marx 
ctrpyrighl  1994 


FTQZ  ETMXX  FTQ  WUZS  EMK  GZFA  FTQY  AZ  TUE 
DUSTF  TMZP,  OAYQ,  KQ  NXQEEQP  AR  YK  RMFTQD, 
UZTQDUF  FTQ  WUZSPAY  BDQBMDQP  RAD  KAG 
RDAY  FTQ  RAGZPMFUAZ  AR  I^Q  lADXP: 

YMFFTQI  nQZFK-RUH(3;  FTUDFK-RAGD. 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throu^out  the  puzzle.  Sdve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  wedc's  puzzle:  Matthew  Six:  Thirty. 


